BETWEEN 


T heodefius and Conſtantia. 
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LETTERS 


That paſſed between | 
. 


SHE HAD TAKEN THE VEIL. 


Now firſt publiſhed from the Original Manuſcripts. 


Ce ſera cette paix dont ſa Bonte ſupreme 
De ſes varis ſerviteurs remplit la ſaintete; 


Et que poſſede un cœur qui rentrant en ſoi-meme 
Enchaſſe tout vanite,  Pirenae CoRNEILLE. 


Theſe letters are yet extant in the Nunnery, where 


_ Conſtantia reſided, and are often read to the youn 


Religious, to inſpire them with good Reſolutions, an 
Sentiments of Virtue. | Abppisox. 


Printed by J. Porr s, at Swift's-Head, in 
Dame ſtreet. 1763. 
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T0: 


The RIGHT REVEREND 


WILLIAM, 
Loxd Bisnore of 


GLOUCESTER. 


S 4 My L ORD, 


FEE © have let the pen ſleep, 


+ after your Lordſhip had 


pronounced me able to ſerve 
the cauſe of our Divine Maſter, 
would have been an act of deſer- 
tion. Before, I entered the liſts 
only as a voluntier, and poſſibly, 


+ 


— 


iv 1] 


like moſt 1 voluntiers, I nei- 
ther did much good nor much 


harm. But when you, my Lord, 
who have given ſuch proofs 
of your Generalſhip, recom- 
mended me to the field, I could 


no longer ſtay valid, cha, lik . : 
other military Chaplains, du- | 
ring the heat of the battle, keep 
my ſtation among the "nr 


: Sage. 


But your Lordſhip has been 
ſo ſucceſsful in your ſpiritual 
warfare, that you have left little 
for me to do. Lou have de- 
fended religion with equal 
nnen from the uncandid || 


attacks 


1 
attacks of her enemies, and the 
miſtaken kindneſs of her friends. 
Vou have put the Wolf to 
death, and the Nurſe to No, n 


not to ſilence, my Lord; for in 


that caſe ſhe muſt hots been : 
in put to death firſt at leaſt. 


But what wall; your Lordſhip - 


fay to my forces 5 my forces ! 
that conſiſt of one bare-headed 
Father, and one defenceleſs 


| Nun! 


Do you Io ER" I have em- 


ployed Popiſh advocates 1 in the | 
_ cauſe? I anſwer, that the cir- 
_ cumſtances of the parties were 


A 40 favou- 


1 1 
favourable to my deſign, and 3 
that Txrtoposis and Consran- M 
Tia write not in defence of any 
particular ſect, but in the be- 
half of Chriſtianity. This will 
ſatisfy your Lordſhip. | 


an. 


n | 


But party zeal, and ed 
ſagacity, perhaps may not ac- 
Auieſce in ſuch an. anſwer: 1 

hope, however, J ſhall be ac 
quitted of any intention to re- 
commend popery, or arbitrary 
power; and, then, peace be to 


5 party-zeal, and Political faga= 
: city! 2 


Ii mY to ſerve the exile of 
rational religion, was my only 
aim 


18 


hich I wi 
f, my Lord, 
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through the whole of th 
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Vour Lordſhip's 
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humble ſervant, 
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moſt obedient 
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performance 
to approve myſel 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IE ſtory of Theodoſius and Con- 
ſtantia is thus related by the 18 898 
tor, No. 164. 


Conftantia was a woman of extraordina- 
ry wit and beauty, but very unhappy in a 
father, who having arrived at great riches 
by his own indubry, took delight 1 in no- 
thing but his money. 


Theodoſius was the younger ſon of a de- 


cayed family; of great parts and learning, 
improved by a genteel and virtuous educa- 
tion. When he was in the twentieth year 


of his age he became acquainted with Con- 


ſtantia, who had then not paſſed her fifteenth. 
As he lived but a few miles diſtant from 


her father's houſe, he had frequent oppor- 


wages of a good perſon, and a pleaſing con- 


verſation, made ſuch an impreſſion in her 
heart as It was pon for time to 


efface . 
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tunities of ſeeing her; and by the advan- 
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Conſtantia. 


t 
efface: He was himſelf no leſs ſmitten with 
A long acquaintance made 
them ſtill diſcover new beauties in each 
other, and by degrees raiſed in them that 


mutual paſſion which had an influence on 


their following lives. 


It unfortunately happened hat in the 
mig of this intercourſe of love and friend- 
ſhip between Theodoſius and Conſtantia, 


there broke out an irreparable quarrel be- 


tween their parents, the one valuing him- 


ſelf too much upon his birth, and the o- 
ther upon His: poſſeſſions. 
Conſtantia Was fo incenſed at the father of 
Theodoſius, that he contracted an unrea- 
ſonable averſion towards his ſon, 


The father of 


„ infomuch 
that he forbad'him his houſe, and charged- 


his daughter upon her duty never to ſee 
him more. In the mean time, to break off 


all communication between the two lovers, 


who he knew entertained ſecret hopes of 
ſome favourable opportunity that ſhould 
bring them together, he found out a young 
gentleman of a good fortune and an agree- 
able perſon, whom he pitched. upon as a 


0 5: baſband. 
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huſband for his daughter. He ſoon con- 
certed the affair ſo well that he told Con- 
ſtantia it was his deſign to marry her to 
ſuch a gentleman, and that her wedding 
ſhould be celebrated on ſuch a day. Con- 
ſtantia, who was over- awed by wok authori- 
ty of her father, and unable to object any 
thing to ſo advantageous a match, received 
the propoſal with a profound filence, which 
her father commended in her as the moſt | 
decent manner of a virgin's giving her con- 
ſent to an overture of that kind, The 
noiſe of this intended marriage ſoon reach- 
ed Theodoſius, who after a long tumult 
of paſſions which naturally riſe in a lover's 
heart vn ſuch an occaſion, writ the follow- 
ing letter to Conſtantia. 


The: choüght of my Conſtantia, whith: 
for ſome years has been my only happi- 
3d nels, 1 is now become a greater torment to 
me than I am able to bear. Muſt I then 
live to fee you another” s? The ftreams, 
the fields and meadows, where we have 
* ſo often talked together, grow painful 
80 me; life itſelf 1 is become a burthen. 
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* May you long be happy in the world, 
but forget that there was ever ſuch a man 
a in it as 


| Patten? 
This letter was conveyed to Conſtantia: 
that very evening, who fainted at the read- 


ing of it; and the next morning ſhe was 
much more alarmed by two or three meſ- 


ſengers, that came to her father's houſe 
one after another to enquire if they had 


heard any thing of Theodoſius, who, it 
ſeems, had left his chamber about mid- 


night, and could no where be found. i 
deep melancholy which had hung upon h 


mind ſometime before, made them mitra 
hend the worſt that could befall him. Con- 


ſtantia, who knew that nothing but the re- 
port of her marriage could have driven him 


to ſuch extremities, was not to be comfort- 


ed: She now. accuſed herſelf for having ſo 


tamely given an ear to the propoſal of a 


huſband, and looked upon the new lover 
as the murderer of Theodoſius: In ſhort, 


he reſolved to ſuffer the utmoſt effects of f 
her father's diſpleaſure, rather than com- 


ply 
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F 
ply with a marriage which appeared. to her 
ſo full of guilt and horror. The father ſee- 
ing himſelf entirely rid of Theodoſins, and 


likely to keep a conſiderable portion in his 


family, was not very much concerned at the 


obſtinate refuſal of his daughter, and did 


not find it very difficult to excuſe himſelf 
upon that account to his intended ſon- in- 
law, Who had all along regarded. this alli- 


ance rather as a match of convenience than 

of love. Conſtantia had now no relief but 
in her devotions and exerciſes of religion, 
to which her afflictions had ſo entirely ſub- 


Jjected her. mind, that after ſome. years had 


| abated the violence of her- ſorrows, . and 


ſettled her thoughts in a kind of tranquilli- 


ty, ſhe reſolved. to paſs the remainder of 


her days in a convent. Her father was not 
diſpleaſed with a reſolution which would 


ſave money in his family, and Teadily com- 


plied. with-his daughter's intentions. Ac- 


cordingly in- the twenty-fifth. year of her 
age, While her beauty was yet in all its 


height and bloom, he carried her to a 


neighbouring city, in order to look out a 


ſiſterhood of nuns among. whom to place 
| his 
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his daughter. There was in this place a 
Father of a convent who was very much 


renowned for his piety and exemplary life; 
and as it is uſual in the Romiſh church for 
thoſe who are under any great affliction, or 


trouble of mind, to apply themſelves to 
the moſt eminent Confeſſors for pardon and 
conſolation, our beautiſul votary took the 


opportunity of confeſſing herſelf to this. 
celebrated F ather.. 


We muſt now return to Theodoſius, who 
the very morning that theabove-mentioned 


_ enquiries had been made after him, arrived 
at a religious houſe in the city where now 
_ Conſtantia: reſided; and deſiring that ſe- 
_ creſy and concealment of the Fathers of the 
convent,, which is very, uſual upon any. ex- 
traordinary occaſion,. he made himſelf. one 
of the order, with a private vow never to 


enquire after Conſtantia ;. whom he looked 


upon as given away to his rival, upon the 


day on which, according to common fame, 
their marriage was to have been ſolemnized. 


: Having i in his youth made a good progreſs 


in . chat he might dedicate him- 
felf i 
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pious ſentiments which he inſpired into all 


name or family. The gay, the amiable 
Theodoſius had now taken upon him the 


concealed in a long beard, a ſhaven head, 


ble to diſcover the man of the world in the 
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opened the ſtate of her ſoul to him; mt f 


full of innocence, ſhe burſt out in tears, 


B 
ſelf more entirely to religion, he entered 
into holy orders, and in a few years became 
renowned for his ſanctity of life, and thoſe 


who converſed with him. It was this holy 
man to whom Conſtantia had determined 
to apply herſelf in confeſſion, though nei- 
ther ſne nor any other, beſides the Prior 
of the convent, knew any thing of his 


name of Father Francis, and was ſo far 
and a religious habit, that it was impoſſi- 


venerable conventual. 


As he was one morning ſhut up in his 
confeſſional, Conſtantia kneeling by him, 


after having given him the hiſtory of a life 


and entered upon that part of her ſtory, in 
which he himſelf had fo great a ſhare. My 
behaviour, ſays ſhe, has, I fear, been the 
death of a man, who had no other fault 

wn but 


[ xv "4 
but that of loving me too much. Heaven 
18 knows how dear he was to me while 
he lived, and how bitter the remembrance 
of him has been to me fince his death. She 
here pauſed, and lifted up her eyes that 
ſtreamed with tears towards the Father; 
who was ſo moved with the ſenſe of her 


XZ forrows, that he could only command his 
voice, which was broke with ſighs and 


ſobbings, ſo far as to bid her proceed. She 


followed his directions, and in a flood of 


tears poured out her heart before him. The 


Father could not forbear weeping aloud, 
inſomuch that in the agonies of his grief 
the ſeat ſhook under him. Conſtantia, who 
Y | thought the good man was thus moved by 
his compaſſion towards her, and by the hor- 
ror of her guilt, proceeded with the utmoſt 
2 contrition to acquaint him with that vow of 
2X virginity in which ſhe was going to engage 
"F herſelf, as. the proper atonement for her 
ſins, and the only ſacrifice ſhe could make 
b to the memory of Theodoſius. The Fa- 
ther, who, by this time, had pretty well 
Y | compoled himſelf, burſt out again in tears 


BAIN hearing that name, to which he had 
; been 


3 
been ſo long diſuſed, and upon receiving 
this inſtance of an unparalleled fidelity from 
one who, he thought, had ſeveral years 
fince given herſelf up to the poſſeſſion of 
another. Amidſt the interruptions of his ſor- 
row, ſeeing his penitent overwhelmed *with 
grief, he was only able to bid her from 
time to time, be comforted to tell her 
that her ſins were forgiven her that her 
guilt was not ſo great as ſhe apprehended 
that ſhe ſhould. not ſuffer herſelf to be i 
afflicted above meafure After which he 
recovered himſelf enough to give her the ab- 
ſolution in form; directing her at the ſame 
time to repair to him again the next day, 
that he might encourage her in the pious * 
reſolution ſhe had taken, and give her ſuit- 
able exhortations for her behaviour in it. 
Eonſtantia- retired; and the next morning ñ·; 
renewed her applications. Theodoſius hav- WM 
ing manned-his ſoul with proper thoughts 
and reffections, exerted himſelf on this oc- 
_ eaſton in the beſt manner he could, to ani- | 
mate his penitent ia the courſe of life ſhe 
was entering upon, and wear out of her 
mind thoſe groundleſs fears and apprehenſi- 
| ons 
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ons which had taken poſſeſſion of it; con- 
© cluding, with a promile to her, that he 
& would from time to time continue his ad- 
monitions, when ſhe ſhould have taken up- 
on her the holy veil. The rules of our 
2X reſpective orders, ſays he, will not permit 
that I ſhould ſee you, but you may aſſure 
J yourſelf not only of having a place in my 
IX prayers, © but of receiving ſuch frequent 
WF inftruQtions as I can convey to you by let- 
ters.“ Go on chearfully in the glorious 
ab-. courſe you have undertaken, and you. will 
ime quickly find ſuch a peace and ſatisfaction in 
day, your mind, which it is not in the power of 
ious the world to give. 
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3 Conftantia's heart was fo elevated with 
L the diſcourſe of Father Francis, that the 
e very next day ſhe entered upon her vow. 
As ſoon as the ſolemnities of her reception 
ere over, ſhe retired, as it is uſual, with 
. the Abbeſs into her own apartment. 


> ſhe Bil The Abbeſs had been informed the 
N night before of all that had paſſed between 
1enſt- 3 her noviciate and Father Franeis, from 

® whom 


DL xvii Þ 
whom ſhe now delivered to her the follow- 
ing letter. 


“As the firſt fruits of thoſe joys and 
conſolations which you may expect from 
the life you are now engaged in J muſt ac- 
quaint you that Theodoſius, whoſe death 
ſits ſo heavy upon your thoughts, is ſtill 

alive; and that the Father to whom you 
have confeſſed yourſelf, was once that 
Theodoſius, whom you ſo much lament. 
The love which we have had for one ano- 
ther, will make us more happy in its diſ- 
appointment. than it could have done in 
its ſucceſs. Providence has diſpoſed of us 
for our advantage, though not according. 
to our wiſhes, Conſider your Theodoſius 
ſtill as dead, but aſſure art of one w uo 
will not ceaſe to pray for you in Father 


FRANCIS.” 


Confiaatia ſaw that the Find rde 
agreed with the contents of the letter: 
And upon rellecting on the voice, the 1 

. | 


Fa 1 

perſon, the behaviour, and above all the 
extreme ſorrow of the Father during her 
3 confeſſion, ſhe diſcovered Theodoſius in 
every particular. After having wept with 
tears of joy, it is enough, ſays ſhe, Theo- 
doſius is ſtill in being; I ſhall live with 
comfort and die in peace. 


8 « The letters Sick the Father ſent her 
= afterwards are yet extant in the nunnery 
where ſhe reſided; and are often read to 
the young religious to- inſpire them with 
good reſolutions and ſentiments of virtue.” 
lt ſo happened that after Conftantia had 
2 lived about ten years in the cloyſter, a vio- 
lent fever broke out in the place, which 
X ſwept away great multitudes, and among 
others, Theodoſius. Upon his death- bed 
he ſent his benediction in a very moving 
manner to Conſtantia; who at that time 
vas herſelf ſo far gone in the ſame fatal diſ- 
temper, that ſhe lay delirious. In the in- 
terval which generally precedes death in 
ſcckneſs of this nature, the Abbeſs finding 
chat the phy licians had er her over, 
— 


E 
told her that Theodoſius was juſt gone be 1 
fore her, and that he had ſent her. his be- HR 
nediction in his laſt moments. Conſtantia 
received it with pleaſure : And now, ſays 
ſhe, if I do not aſk any thing improper, let 
me be buried by Theodoſius. My vow 
reaches no farther than the grave. What 
J aſk is I hope no violation of it ——She 
died ſoon after, and was interred according 
to her requeſt. 


411 heir tomb are till to be ſeen, with a 
ſhort latin inſcription 0 on them to the fol- 
n purpoſe. pt: 


Here lie the bodies of Backer Francis 
and Siſter Conſtance. They were lovely 
in their lives, and in their deaths ge were 
not divided. N 


* 


6 Such is the 0 of Theodoſius 8 
Conſtantia, as ebe by Mr. Addiſon; on- 
- which I ſhall only obſerve that there is an in- 

terpolation in the letter written by Theodo- 
ſius upon leaving his father's houſe. The 


paſſage where he ſays, the ſtreams, the 
fields, 
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fields, the meadows, where we have ſo of. 


A ten talked together, grow painful to me,“ 

8 is not genuine, which indeed might be 
t evident to thoſe who had not ſeen the ori- 
vw Fginal. Such romantic trifling is not the 
tt ae of a heart in pain. 

e . 
g The | following letters are thoſe which 


in the foregoing ſtory are ſaid to be ſtill ex- 

tant in the nunnery where Conſtantia re- 

ſided. By what means, or with what dif- 
ficulty, I procured thoſe letters, which 
were never before publiſhed, it is not ne- 
ceſſary to inform the reader. And I am 
ſenſible that no apology need be made for 
publiſhing them, in a country where the 
4 . monaſtic life is. juſtly condemned. The 
1 | great principles of religious obedience are 
dhe fame under every communion ; and if 
p | | | theſe letters ſhall be found to contain any 
8 thiog that tends to the melioration of the 
8 heart, or the enlargement of the mind; if 
they plead not idly in the defence of religi- 

ous happineſs; if, when the intereſts of 
Ry are placed 1 in competition with the 
purſuits 


„ 


he grave, the 


purſuits that term 


inate in t 


letters of Theodoſius ſhould throw any 
thing into the ſcale, I ſhall rejoice that up- 
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on this occaſion I have not laboured in 
vain. 
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JOHN LANGHORNE, 


* 
= _- 

: 3 2 . I 

— GE 8 . 


> * & 
1 - 
* * 
— 
0 F b . 
- 4 * 
on * $i * 
4 rms 
* 
— 0 * 
ay as 5 a 
SY. þ 
« ? „„ www 
\ wy 7 
4 AS + ot 
* — * 
a 
+} 
4 " 
— - 
ng » 
- - 
* 
* - 
-- 
. 
my 
». 
—w.z 
4 * 
bs p 
6 +* 
* * * 
— 
= by 
* 
2 
* 


1 
_ 


FS : 
— by KY 
_ 
* * ; : « 
1 
. L N D 5 \ 
£ ra x ; 1 ; : | 
93 — 
* o 2 h 
® * . . . 
9 Q . q ö —_ i I ; 
. 1 5 ; : 
+ BY 3 A 7 \ ; f g 
1 | . bs ; . 
4. | 
7 f 
1 
x $ 


Theodoſius and Conflantta. 


LETTER 13 


Turoposius to Cons r ANTI. 8 


H E efforts which a RY in trouble. 
makes to regain its loſt peace, like 
the glances of the ſun that ſtruggle through 
oppoſing clouds, are delightful to all be- 
holders. When my Conſtantia roſe above 
that gloom of ſorrow, which her too ap- 
rehenſive heart had thrown around her ; 
3 Then I faw her eye brighten, and her ele- 
2@ eant but dejected features aſſume that beau- 
tiful form in which nature had moulded 
them, I ſhould have felt the pleaſure of a 
6 | Chriſtian, had I not once been Theodoſius. 


| 
* 
4 


| Amiable mourner! Let us now forget 
nn the name which you have ſo long remem- 
B bered 


1 

: bered with anguiſh, and which you could 
Not pronounce without trembling, when 
you affectingly told Theodoſius that you 
believed him to be no more. I wept, my 
_ + Conſtantia, but my concern aroſe not from 
a4 a ſenſeof your guilt, but of your ſufferings. 
Thoſe tears, indeed, fell from the eyes of 
no part. The powers of memory and re- 
with every ſcene of diſtreſs and tenderneſs 
which our unhappy loves had produced. 
And when I conſidered myſelf as the unfor- 
tunate cauſe of your long, your unmerited 


unaltered love, while they flattered my 


world. But my guardian Spirit whiſpered 


whom you were to receive conſolation and 
inſtruction. But, before I proceed to the 
further diſcharge of thoſe duties, let me in- 
treat you to forgive me forgive me, ſuffer- 
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Theodoſius, and in them the Confeſſor had 


flection were, in one moment, preſented 


ſufferings, I felt, in one painful minute, 
what Conſtantia had endured for years. 
Perhaps, too, your unequalled fidelity and 


heart, brought it back a moment to the 
me that I had made a higher choice, and 


reminded me that the duties I owed you ñ 
were thoſe of a ſpiritual. director, from li 
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ing innocence, for being the unhappy, 
though involuntary, inſtrument of your 
# many mileries. Five unchearſul 
IF years! my Conſtantia! How has your gen- 
tle heart ſupported itſelf during that me- 
lancholy period? How has it ſuſtained thoſe 

f cruel apprehenſions which, in confeſſion, 
hook your frame? The reflection of what 

vou muſt have endured for me, as it then 
2 wrung my ſoul with anguiſh, yet clouds it 
with ſorrow, and has power to diſturb the 

ſerenity of a mind, which, I truſt, hath 
1 been viſited by che peace of God. 


But 1 ſhould be ſtill more diſconſblate, 
XZ were I not well aſſured that your preſent 
Þ happineſs will be in proportion to your for- 
mer ſufferings, and that the difficult ways 
through which you walked, have at laſt 
8 copyeyed you to the manſions of peace. 


1 Such, Conſtantia, is the lot of human 
life. The road to happineſs is ſeldom ſtrew- 
ed with flowers, nor perhaps ought it to 
e ſſo; as we ſhould, in that caſe, be in- 


L lined to take our Paſſage for our port, and, 
8 B 1 8 while 


„ ok W © 
«while we enjoyed the manna, we might 7 
neglect the promiſed land. | 7 


I am, however, of a arent opinion 
from moſt men with regard to the ſuff. 
Trance of moral and natural evils. They i 
derive them from the hand of providence, 
and charge the conſequences of human paſ- 
ſions, follies and vices, upon the divine ad- 
miniſtration. I remember to have ſeen a 
Liturgy for the viſitation of the ſick, where- 
in the miniſter was directed to inform the 
ſick perſon. that whatever he ſuffered, it 
was the viſitation of God. Would this ex- 
hortation have been proper for a perſon who 
was labouring under diſeaſes, that were the 
natural and inevitable effects of intempe- 
Trance? Can thoſe pains which the ſufferer Mi | 
has conſciouſly and voluntarily brought u- 
on himſelf, be deemed the viſitation of 
God? With regard to this doctrine, my 
Conſtantia, it is of conſequence that you 
ſhould be rightly informed, becauſe from 1 
miſtaken apprehenſions of providence pro- 


ceed almoſt all the errors of has goed faith, 1 


5 
injurious to the Deity, are thoſe opinions 
which magnify his deſpotiſm at the expence 
of his benevolence. Hearken not to ſuch 


opinions, Conſtantia: God cannot be the 
WiniKer of evil. Y 


Our ſufferings; natural and moral, are 
the conſequence of that freedom of will 
which is the very eſſence of our moral 
powers, and without which we ſhoyld be 
mere machines, incapable of all virtue. 
3X There are indeed ſome natural evils Which 
| to incur or avoid depends not upon our- 
ſelves, becauſe they come not within the 
Y s ceconomy of reaſon. But of theſe we par- 
take only in common with mankind; and 
1 as in the diſpenſation of ſome of theſe we 
can perceive that providence had wiſe and 
gracious purpoſes, ſo we may fairly infer 
rhat thoſe whoſe final cauſes we cannot ap- 
prchend, have their origin in the ſame uni- 
verſal Benevolence. | 


11 is, I think, generally underſtood, as 
a doctrine founded upon revelation, that. 
there are ſuch things as divine inflictions 
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even in this life. No doubt there may be 
ſuch, and there may be ſeaſons obvious to 
the eye of providence, when it is good for- 
us to be afflicted. We may be ſummoned 
by calamity. from the feſtive purſuit of plea- 
ſure, and though we cannot perceive the 
hand, the writing may. be divine. 


But ] believe that this interpoſition of the- 
ſupreme power is very rare. Nay I will 
own to you, Conſtantia, that my faith in 


this doctrine is, at beſt, but diabolical; for, 


while I believe, I tremble. Will God do ⁵ 


evil that good may come? Is it neceſſary > 


If it be neceſſary, God may do it. 


I will moreover warn you of the evils that- 
may be derived from this doctrine. It may 
prompt us to vain compariſons and uncha- 
ritable conſtructions : When we behold the 
calamities of others, we may be inclined to 
trace the finger of God where it has not 


been, and when we tacitly refer to our own 


condition, we may impute our exemption 
from evil to that integrity ae we ought 
not to boaſt, 
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Under the moſaical diſpenſation preſent 
inflictions were more viſible, becauſe more 
neceſſary: For, what other reſtraint was 


there upon the moral actions of mankind? 


When the great ſanctions of Chriſtianity - 


were ſet forth, thoſe reſtraints became in- 


conſiderable, and were totally abſorbed in 
the intereſts of the new ſyſtem. Old things » 
paſſed away; behold! All things became 
new. . | 


But we are too apt to mix our religion, 


and to incorporate the divinity of the Old 


Teſtament with that of the New. The 


law indeed ſill remains in force, becauſe 


its tendency was everlaſting; but when 
God ſaw. fit to enter into a new covenant : 


with man, the diſpenſations of his provi- 
7 dence were altered, and made agreeable to - 
it. Thus, though under the old law it 
might be- neceſſary for the divine power 

| 9 to chaſten whom he loved, yet that imea- - 

ſure could be no longer expedient, when 

the hopes and fears of mankind were 

1 ; appealed to by the ſanctions, of immor- 5 

IF eb. 
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FRANCIS, 


31 
It is of great importance to you, Con- 


ſtantia, to form a right idea of your Crea- 


tor, and to know in whom you have be- 
lieved. To aſſiſt you in this reſpect, will 


* I] 9 1 


LETTER II. 


Consranria to Turobosivs. 


'Y ſorrows for Theodoſius are no 
more: He lives, and Conſtantia is 
bappy. If you would not have me re- 
member my ſufferings, forget them your- 


ſelf; for nothing now could make the re- 
flection of them painful to me, but their 
affecting my revered Father. 


Gracious Providence And ws I at 


length found a father? Has heaven granted 
What nature refuſed? She gave me indeed 
a father; but he forgot the name; or he 
remembered the name and the authority, 
but forgot the duties of the alliance. Do I 


err? Then inſtruct me, my holy guide, 


inſtruct me to revere the man who baniſh- 


ed Theodoſius, and imbittered without 


cauſe, the moments of her whom he had 
brougnt into being. But I will revere him, 
MN for he was kind at laſt, and permitted me 
do retire to this aſylum of peace, What- 


B 5 EE 


Co) 4 
ever were his motives, I will revere him 
for have I not here found the only comfort 
I was capable of? Am I not ſure that The- 
odoſius lives? Without that conviction (I 
own my weakneſs) I ſhould have been un- 
happy within theſe holy walls. The exer- 
ciſes of devotion I purſued with equal aſſi- 
duity and attention for years before I en- 
tered upon the conventual life; but my 
prayers were the heavy ſacrifices of ſorrow: 
and contrition, I. was alike a. ſtranger to 
the ſerenity of peace and to the alacrity of 
hope. It was not in the power of conſcious: 
penitence to ſet my heart at eaſe, whenever 
the cruel thought preſented itſelf, that my 
cowardly acquieſcence in the will of a fa- 
ther had been death to the moſt valuable 
and moft amiable of men. Pitying heaven 
has at length undeceived me, and at once 
reſtored to my eyes thoſe dear lamented fu- 
gitives, Fheodoſius and happineſs; both. 
changed indeed, but both improved by the 
change. The pleaſure I enjoyed in the 


company of the elegant and lively The- WE x 
odoſius, was gay, prightly, and animated: bi 
like himſelf: With him it departed and pe 


eee 


3 


returned; and my heart was alternately: / 


delighted and depreſſed. Very different is 
the ſatisfaction I now feel. It is ſerene and 


peaceful like Father Francis. My. mind is 
collected, and my ſpirits are repoſed. No 
J llonger agitated with the anxieties and im- 


patience of hopes that terminate here; my 


: 
eye is fixed on that diſtant, invariable ob- 
27 ject of happineſs, on which time or chance. 
can have no in fluence, Y 


4 Ye holy. retreats! Ye — ailes! 
do I owe this peace to you? No, not to 
| you: for methinks-I have ſeen in your re- 
| gions the gloom of diſcontent, Is it not, 
3 % my pious Father, from a quiet conſcience 
EC. | that I derive this repoſe? I ſhould not, in- 
| deed, have felt it before I entered this con- 
vent, but I ſhould. not then have known 
| that Theodoſius was ſtill in being. 


. 


I Do not chick however, that I rejoice 
not in my ſituation. I do rejoice in it: But 
4 my joy ariſes, as. I apprehend, from a diſ- 
3 burthened mind. The ſudden. change from 
1 painful apprehenſion to the N of con- 
1 1 firmed: 


A 


L101 
firmed wiſhes, was attended with a tranſ- 
port, the effects of which I till feel. But 
will not theſe effects laſt ? Surely they will. 
O my friend! what tears of joy have I ſhed 
over that firſt welcome letter, which 1n- 
formed me that Theodoſius was ſtill alive! 
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But do I not forget that I am addreſſing 
myſelf to the venerable Francis? Pardon 
me! I had indeed forgot, till on re- peruſing 
that ever-dear letter, I beheld the holy 
name at the bottom. Yes! delightful let- 
ter! ſweet meſſenger of peace! Thou in- 
formeſt me that I muſt conſider Theodoſi- 
us ſtill as dead. —Ha! dead, did'ſt thou 
ſay? Theodoſius is ſtill alive. Didſt not 
thou ſay that too? Equivocating letter! ⁶ 
Begone into my boſom : but preſume not 9 3 
there to ſay that Theodoſius is dead. v 
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: Heavens! what rambling is this? Whi- 4 thi: 
ther has my unguided pen betrayed me? 
Once more forgive me, my revered Father! 
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I thank you for the comfort, as well as 
for the information which your laſt letter 
. Afborded 


9 3 [ N 13 ] = 
* | base me. You have placed the Eternal 


t g Providence i in a light the moſt amiable, and 
l. Iven, at leaſt to me. I had always, hither- 
d to looked upon that power as the inflicter 
J- of temporary evils, and conſidered both 


private and public calamities as his judg- 
q ments. But you have now made me of a 
g MM different opinion; and I entirely agree with 
MN 1 9 you, that temporary rewards and puniſh- 
18 Y ments are ſuperſeded by the ſanctions of the 
Z chriſtian religion. Nevertheleſs I am till. 
et- of opinion that God may occaſionally inter- 
3 vote, by the infliction of evil, to ſave a 
= wretch who is thoughtleſly or obſtinately 
n 1 3 © haſting to deſtruction; but, with you, I 
ot apprehend that ſuch diſpenfations are very 


xr! 1 4 rare, and am, for the reaſons you mention, 
at almoſt afraid to believe them. 

= One gn, however, occurs to me on 
jr. | I | this octaſion, which I ſhall take the liberty 
ne? 0 mention, in conſequence of the invitati- 
er! en you have given me to expreſs my ſenti- 
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We are ſo entirely different in our powers 
and paſſions, and the circumſtances of ſin 
and temptation are ſo extremely various,. 


| that though the Almighty might in general 

| leave it to the ſanctions of religion alone to 

| influence the actions of men, yet poſſibly 

| he might (fo to term it) reſerve a diſcretio-. | 

| nary power, to bring proper objects by af- 

| fictions to their duty. 

= But though the creator of the univerſe- 

| can in no ſenſe be the author of evil, it can- | 

| not be doubted, I apprehend, that he may, 

| and frequently does; bring good out of 
evil. Of this the ſtory of Joſeph is, in all 

| its circumſtances, a remarkable proof, 1 7 

| cannot ſuppoſe, neither would you have 

Z me believe, that God inſpired the brethren |} 


of Joſeph with envy, that they might (ell 
him into Egypt, or that, when fold, the 
wife of Pharaoh was influenced by a ſupe- 1 
rior power to accuſe him falſly; yet, what 
glorious advantages did the Almighty Pro- 
vidence bring out of both theſe events! 


— 


d: 
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And has he not, for he regards the hum-. 
Bleſt of his creatures, has he not for me- 
turned the path of ſorrow towards the har-- 
bour of peace? I will believe it, leſt I. 
ſhould prove ungrateful. Pray for me and 


inſtruct me. Adieu! 
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-GELTER IM 
Tu goposlus to Consr AN rIA. 


OOD ſenſe, Conſtantia, makes better 
comments than learning, and I find: 
that to propoſe my opinions to you will be 

of advantage to myſelf. 


But do you not err, my amiable friend, 
and is there not ſome acrimony in your lan- 
guage, when you ſpeak of your natural fa- 


ther? It muſt not be. The duties of pa- 


rents and children are indeed reciprocal ; 


But the unnatural parent cannot acquit the | 
child of its duty, any more than the undu- | 
tiful child can acquit the parent of his na- 
tural obligations. Both theſe however are 
to be underſtood: as ſecondary to the great 
duties we owe ourſelves. A child- ought no- 
more to embrace miſery than vice to 
oblige a parent, and a parent is under 
no obligation to forfeit his own happi- | 


neſs for the gratification of a child, Bur, 


under all circumſtances, that reſpect which 


is due to a parent ſtill ſubſiſts; and when 
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1 
Conſtantia reflects on this, ſhe cannot with- 
hold that reſpect. Pity your father, Con- 


ſtantia; pray for your father. If the God 
of this world hath blinded his eyes, fer- 


vently pray for him in the words of Saint 
David, © O God, lighten his eyes, that he 
ſleep not the ſleep of death.” He bears no 
uncommon marks of guilt or infamy. His 


foible is the love of money; a paſſion which 
of all others is the moſt difficult to guard a- 
gainſt, becauſe it increaſes by impercepti- 


ble degrees; and when it has once got en- 
tire poſſeſſion of the heart, I believe that 
there is no remedy for it. Many liberal 
men have become covetous, but I never 
yet knew one covetous man who became 


liberal; fo eaſy is it in every inſtance to 


deviate from virtue to vice, and fo hard in 
that particular caſe to riſe from vice to vir- 


tue. Let us then conſider your father as 
an object of compaſſion, and by no means 


forget to offer up our prayers for him. Who 


knows whether heaven may not liſten to 
the voice of ſupplicating innocence, and be 


overcome by the intreaties of filial piety ? 
would it not throw a new glory around the 
| brows 


Gy. "You WG 
n 


— F Ws __—_— 


travels through Aſia. 


C 
brows of Conſtantia, ſhould her father be 


Teſtored to virtue by her prayers ?: 


You are in the right, Conſtant, . to aſ- 


eribe your preſent happineſs to peace of con- 

ſcience; ſor that is the foundation of all mo- 
ral and religious comfort. 
the hallowed walls of a cloyſter would be 
hung with horrors, and the gloomy retreats 


Without that 


of a convent would adminiſter melancholy 
to the mind. It is that alone which gives 


ſerenity to our devotion, and enables us 
Properly to communicate with God. It is 
that which the apoſtle of the Gentiles, in 


his ſecond letter to the converts of Corinth 


and other parts of Achaia, offered to their 


conſideration, to take off that concern and 
ſorrow which thy muſt have felt for the 


perſecutions which he and the reſt of his 


fellow-labourers had undergone in their 
The confidence of 


the conſcious mind, he informs them, in 

every painful, every trying calamity, had 
ſtill ſupported them. Nay, continues he, 
we can even rejoice in our diſtreſſes, and 
| Our. 


B 


be our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our 
conſcience. 5 

af. WM Perhaps there is no paſſage in the ſacred 
n- writings which more beautifully and more 
o- emphaticallly expreſſes this moral ſenſe or 
lat conſcience, than that of the Proverbialiſt. 
be The ſpitit of a man is the candle of the- 
ats Lord, ſearching all the inward parts. Hea- 
oly ven, ſays the wiſe man, has placed its Can» - 
„es dle within us, whoſe rays can pierce the 
us moſt ſecret receſſes. No thought fo com- 
is plicated but it can trace it to its origin; no 
in idea ſo abſtracted which its light cannot 
ith diſcover. If we ſhould ſay that the dark- 
eir MI n<6 ſbould © cover: us; that the clouds of 
nd | night ſhould: veil. us from its ray - behold : 
the the darkneſs is not darkneſs with it, the day 
his and the night with it are both the ſame. 
cir This attends us thro! every circumſtance of 
of I life; it accompanies thought thro' all the. 
in variety of its excurſions, and marks the 
nad ſource and the progreſs of action. Conſci- 
he, ence fits as judge in the mind, and ap- 
and proves or condemns our deſigns and acti- 
our. ons, as it ſees them juſt or unjuſt, agreea- 


: ble. 


— ̃ — . 


[0 7] 
able or contrary to the laws of God and 
nature. If we have done well, it teaches 
us to rejoice in the reflection; and if evil, 
it fails not to puniſh us with a painful ſenſe 
of it. From hence ariſes the continual hap- 
pineſs of the good man, and the never end- 
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before their eyes. 


ing diſquiet of the guilty. Hence virtue 


is ſaid to be its own reward, from the plea- 
ſures of reflection; and hence it is, that 
there is no peace to the wicked. What- 
ever artifice they uſe to ſilence conſcience, 


or eſcape its reproaches, though ſometimes 


theſe may be ſo far ſucceſsful as to encou- 


rage them to commit greater crimes, yet 

the judge will again return to the charge, 
and they will find that he has ſlept only to 
wake with double vigour and fury. Some 


indeed there are who ſeem to have quite 
baniſhed this inhabitant from their breaſts, 
and to have extinguiſhed the divine lumi- 


nary: who go on in a continual courſe of 


wickedneſs, and have no fear of God 


attend to the lives and actions of theſe men, 
we ſhall find that the noiſe and triumph. 
they make 1n their guilt, prove not ſo 

much 


-' 


But if we more ſtrictly 
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[ 211 
much from the ſatisfaction it affords them, 
as from an endeavour, however unſucceſs- 


ful, to ſtifle the dictates of the friend in 


their breaſts; and could we purſue them 


into the privacy of retirement, I will ven- 


ture to ſay that we ſhould find them either 


affectedly indolent, or painfully diſcontented. 


Hence appears the ſuperiority of conſci- 
ence. Hence it appears that there are no 


arts ſufficient to ſilence it entirely, and that 


it may therefore be ſuppoſed to come from 
that Being, whoſe determinations muſt 


have their effect, and whoſe — is not to 


be n 


If we ſhould enquire into ) the deſign of 
providence in thus furniſhing us with this 
filent inſpector, we ſhould find that in this 
caſe, as well as in all others, our God has 
acted from the dictates of infinite goodneſs. 


Had we been without this ever active cen- 


ſor, what would have been the conſe- 
quence? Too apt we are even now to ſlight 
the admonitions of it, and ſhould we not 
ſtill more eaſily have fallen a prey to temp- 8 
tation, had there been no internal monitor 
hd to. 


— 
— 


— — ke he 
—̃ ———— 2 


— 


——— H—2ͤö— 


de Ga . 
— — 
— — 


by > 
GPS IF IL 
Ä.. rr 


— 
1 U W 
” 


he — TY * - * — = _— 2 - 
: — bg; = — — 
E ———— re — 
ÞY : 8 — — ? . 
22 * — ͤ —ä —— Fs * 
” — 


—— , «§— r 
4 1 5 — — 
— 
oe CFE 22 
— TIT. + mths Wu 
* —_— — 6 3 


— — by 
LS . * n 2 


— BF 
% 
— 2 Mt 
> 


CGE gt IE ES at I EPO AIR 


— 


y # 
4 : 5 
i > 
IS þ 
' 
'+ Us 4 
v9 
[T4 N 
1 4 
4 
| 17 
I 13 74 EE, 
"$ 4 
. \ 
_ 1 
11 « 
* 
'4 55 5 
X 


R ; — 
. A =. -. + ood in fu IE — 
C - bo ” 
4 8 F +, fat 
2 . EE 


done.“ 
more votaries, when no meeting remon- 
ſtrance checked it, and no painful reflecti- 
on followed? It is evident then that conſci- 


* __ 


T1 22 7] 


to inkorm: us that „ this ſhould not be 


Would not vice have found many 


ence was ſtationed in the human mind by 
the giver of all good gifts; and that for 
the aid of virtue and for the ſupport of 
. reaſon, it came down from the Father of 
lights. 1s not this, Conſtantia, our guardi- 


an angel. who warns us againſt the moſt 
dangerous of all enemies, the enemies of 
- our ſalvation? By this friendly ſpy we are 
informed of, and even foreſee, their at- 
tacks; and happy it is. for us that we are 
thus aſſiſted. The inſinuations of vice. af- 


ter all, are too often ſucceſsful, and her 
arts prevail againſt the force of conviction. 
Nor indeed, ſhould we conſider all the ſtra- 


tagems ſhe makes uſe of, would there be 
any room to wonder at her ſucceſs, 


Does 


ſne not aſſume the characters of pleaſure, 
knowledge, virtue, nay and of religion too; 
her great patron being conſcious that he 
ſhall be moſt ſucceſsful in his works of 
darkneſs, when he aſſumes the appearance 


of an 


profi, 
Does 
titles 
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of an angel of light? Does not the moſt 

profligate licentiouſneſs call itſelf pleaſure? 
Does not mole- ſighted infidelity claim the 

- Wiitles of Knowledge and Philoſophy ? Has 
i- Woot religion been aſſerted by blood-thirſty 


by | zeal? And has not "fanatic hypocriſy like- 
or wiſe aſſumed her banner, and lifted up her 
of oice in the ſtreets? O conſcience! Thou 
of acred guardian of rational virtue and reli- 
di. Hous truth, let looſe thy vengeance upon 
oſt rheſe monſters, theſe peſts of fociety, and 
of | 1 zmiſſaries of vice! | 
Are Do not you perceive, my Conſtantia, in 
> bis diſpenſation of providence, the perfec- 
are ion of wiſdom and goodneſs? There area 
al- houſand vices, a thouſand enormities which 
ner ave nothing to fear from any human tri- 
my Wunal, but are checked and reſtrained by 
” ö his mental Judge. 

"Wy 
oes That peace which. you pute to a dic. 
re, Purthened mind, led me naturally into theſe 
003 entiments. Will that peace, you aſk, con- 
he inue? Doubt not that it will. :It is that 
5 peace which the world, cannot give, and 


which, 


1 Ms 

which, therefore, the world cannot take | 
away. That happinefs which 1s derived | 
from a pleaſing concurrence of earthly e- 
vents, will vaniſh when Fortune reverts | 
her wheel; the ſame chance which coated 
the brittle fabric of felicity, may demoliſh | 


if rightly founded, cannot be overthrown. 


I am well aſſured, Conſtantia, that vou 


with as IONS 


you ſhould ſpeak unadviſedly to the Father | 
of wiſdom, and offer the ſacrifice of fools. | 


Wonder] 


it in a moment; but religious ſatisfaction, 


will find your happineſs increaſed by che 1 | 
repeated exerciſes of devotion. It is im- 
poſſible that the intercourſe we have with q 
Tnfinite Goodneſs ſhould not be attended| q 


"7 ſerene, Let it not riſe | upon the wings ll | 
paſſion, but be offered up with a ſubdued Y 
and diſpaſſionate decency. Let your mind] : 

be clear and compoſed when you addreſs} 3 
yourſelf to your God, leſt by any means 


3 „ F--- - 
Wonder not if I tell you that all your 
paſſions ſhould riot be abſorbed in heaven. 


e- Rational devotion is not founded in the 
rts glowing ardours of human ſenſibility; the 
red more it partakes of theſe, the more re- 
iſh W mote it will be from that ſpiritual and in- 
on, tellectual worſhip which is paid to the fa- 
n. ther of lights by ſuperior natures. The 


adoration of paſſion is blind and impulſive; 
that of reaſon is clear and intelligent. By 

3 this worſhip the Deity is rationally honour- 
in ed, by that he is implicitly adored. 5 


vith | 

ded For theſe reaſons, Conſtantia, I would 

7 i not recommend to you thoſe books of ß 
WF flaming devotion, which, while they kindle F 
iable the heart, confuſe the head, and turn ſo- = 
and ber piety into wild enthuſiaſm. If the 

25 of authors of ſuch books meant to ſerve reli- 

dued BF gion, they were miſtaken; for true piety 


differs as much from ſuch enthuſiaſtic rav- 

arels 8 ings, as the chearful temper of ſerene 

neans health from the delirious wildneſs of a fever. 

ather God is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him 

muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 

Whatever! is ſpiritual | iS Wee. Such 
is 
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„„ 
is God himſelf, and ſuch ought to be the 
worſhip we offer him. 5 


Adieu! my Conſtantia. May God keep i 
you in his protection, and enlighten you by 
his grace, 1 
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LETTER W. 


Coms T AN TIA to THEO Dos Tus. 


Hzopos ius is not dead. The polite 
Theodoſius ſtill lives in the venerable 
Father Francis. When I received your 
laſt favour, my hand trembled, and my 
heart ſhrunk. Every idle, every wild ex- 
preſſion, every effuſion of vain imagination 
and uncorrected paſſion, that had dropt 
from my pen when I laſt wrote to you, roſe 
up and reproached me before your ſeal 
vas broken. While I read the firit period 
of your letter I frequently took my eye 
from the paper, and endeavoured to recol- 
lect the contents of my own. With fear 
and apprehenſion I proceeded from line 
to line; but when I found that you had 

Z overlooked many of my foibles, and touch- 
ed the reſt with fo delicate, fo indulgent a a 
& hand—O my paternal friend! what floods 
of tender ſorrow fell from the eyes of your 
Conſtantia! Surely the kindneſs of thoſe 
whom we revere, and are conſcious of 
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. 
having offended, is more cruel than their 
ſeverity could be. The heart would op- 
poſe itſelf againſt ſevere treatment, and call 
in pride to its aid: But againſt the force of 
EKindneſs there is no ſhield. | q 


In what an amiable light do you repre- * 
"ſent that Goodneſs which brought us into 
being! Conſcience was undoubtedly one of 

his gracious gifts. That moral inſpector 
whoſe ſuggeſtions ſo lately gave me pain, is 
now the principal author of my happineſs, 
and I find that conſcience is not more ſe- 
vere as an enemy, than kind as a friend. 
Was it not this that ſupported the ſufferer 3 

of Uzz, and was he not animated by the 
_ ſuffrage of Conſcience, when he wiſhed that 4 
man might be permitted to plead his cauſe 
with God. If I am miſtaken, correct me, 
my guide, my father and my elend 


CONSTANCE 


1-9 1 
LETTER Y; 


THroposivs to ConSTANTIA. 


AM pleaſed with your reference to the” 


book of Job, as it gives me an oppor- 


tunity to tell you with what delight 1- 


have always read that beautiful dramatic 


poem. The divine author of it had ſacri- 
ficed to truth and nature. His character 


of the pious ſufferer, however exalted, is 
not exaggerated: by any unnatural ſtrokes. 


While he is not permitted to fall into im- | 


pious exclamation againſt the decrees of 
providence, he complains of his diſtreſs 


with the ſenſibility of a man to hom 


weariſome nights were appointed. Hence 


the afflicted patriarch ſometimes alarms us 


with paſſionate wiſhes for death, and fome- 
times awakens our compaſſion with affech 


ing ſighs for his former happineſs. 


In the paſſage you have referred to, we 
are preſented with another turn of mind. 
ef Tam ſenſible, lays he, of the innocence 


> 


5 

&« of my liſe. I have done no wrong, nei- 
* ther has any. violence been found in my 
“ hands, and yet my face is deformed with 
„ weeping; and the ſhadow of death frowns 
% upon my eye-brows: Yet thus circum- 
ſtanced, and thus innocent, my prayer 
« ſurely may be. heard ——Behold, even 
e now my witneſs is in heaven, and. my | 
& advocate is in the realms of the higheſt. 
„My friends continually deride me; but 
« my teats plead. ſilently with God. O that 
“ man might plead his cauſe with God, 
even as the ſon of man pleadeth the cauſe 
Hof his friend.” In another of his ſpeeches 
there is a paſſage much to the ſame pur- 
poſe, © © that I knew where I might find 
him, that I might come even to his ſeat, I 
would order my cauſe before him! 


There i is no doubt, Conſtantia, | that in 
theſe ſentiments the Patriarch was animated 
by the ſuffrage of conſcience, And there 
is not a paſſage in his whole ſtory that 1s 
fraught with more important inſtruction: 
For it ma 7 teach us that, under all the cir- 

as cumſtances 
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cumſtances of human calamity, our only 
refuge is in the eternal providence; and 
that our peace muſt be derived from that 
approving conſcience which may encourage 


us to refer our cauſe to God. From what 


other ſource can we, in ſuch circumſtances, 
look for happineſs? Dependent beings have 


it not to beſtow. Were man in his ſocial 
nature a more exalted creature, the diſpen- 
ſation of peace would not be in his power. 
He could not remove from others thoſe 


evils to which he fhould himſelf be ex- 


poſed, nor brighten the proſpects of futu- 


rity, whither his influence cannot reach. 


Man, as a being circumſeribed in his na- 


ture, and ſubject to events which he can- 
not command, muſt, if left to himſelf, fluc- 
tuate in uncertainty, and ſtruggle with diſ- 
appointment; he, therefore, that would 


hope with confidence, and enjoy with ſe- 


curity, muſt have a reſource which time 
and chance cannot affect. This can only be 
in that independent Being, in whoſe hands 


are the iſſues of life and death. 
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Shall we truſt to human power? The 
ſtrength of man is but as the graſs of the 


field, and all the goodlineſs thereof as the | 


flower that fadeth. Shall we truſt to hu- 


man riches? Riches profit not in the day of 


wrath. Shall we truſt to human wiſdom ? 


Wiſdom herſelf is the daughter of afffiction. 


Shall we truſt to human friendſhip? In the 


day of adverſity there is no hope in man. 


Can power preclude the attacks of misfor- 


tune? Can riches delight in the hour of 
mourning? Can wiſdom guard againſt the 


ſtratagems of chance? Has friendſhip a 
charm for the languor of ſickneſs? How 


feeble would theſe ſupports prove, Con- 


ſtantia, in the trying hour of adverſity, or 


in thoſe moments of awful ſuſpence, when 
we expect that the everlaſting doors of fu- 


turity ſhall be thrown open, and we e ſhall 


enter in! 


Better founded, my friend, will be the 
ſupports of that man who refers his cauſe 
to God, and whoſe conſcience encourages 


him to rely on the eternal providence. He 
deprngy on a power that is ſuperior to all 
events; - | 


>, 
Le 
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events; on the riches of divine goodneſs, 


which can never be exhauſted; on that wiſ- 


dom which can ſee the remoteſt eonſequen- 
ces of things; and on that friendſlip which 


no caprice can change. The man of Uzz 
had the ſtrongeſt conviction of this truth: 


For experience had taught him that human 
greatneſs was lighter than vanity itſelf; 
that riches did actually make themſelves 

wings and flee away; that the wiſdom of 


man was little more than that of the wild 
aſs's colt; and that his friendſhip was ſcarce 


in proportion to his wiſdom, His three 
friends, whoſe knowledge ſhould have di- 


rected, and whoſe. affection. ſhould have 


ſoothed him, he often heard, with reaſona- 
ble impatience, preſcribing reſolutions . to 


which human nature was not equal, en- 
deavouring to deprive him of his greateſt 


ſupport, the conſciouſneſs of his integrity, 


and ſharpening his pains by mortifying re- 
flections. Then it was that, deſtitute of all 
earthly conſolation, he appealed to heaven, 
and even wiſned that by a perſonal com- 


« munication with the ſupreme Power, he 
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might be permitted to lay his cauſe beſore 
him. 
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It is our happineſs, Conſtantia, that this 
appeal of the patriarch is not neceſſary for 


is, The Chriſtian covenant, gracious in 
every diſpenſation, has given us an advo- 
cate with the Father, who ſhall plead our 


cauſe: An advocate who knoweth well the 
frailties of human nature, and whoſe inter- 
ceſſion can never be ineffectual. Let us, 


my friend, make ourſelves acceptable to 


him; let us, lay hold of thoſe terms of re- 
demption which he has procured for us. 
and our eternal interefts will be eſtabliſhed . 


ON a ſure foundation, 


Yo. my Conſtantia, are among thoſe 


that have choſen this good part; you have 


laboured for the bread of immortality, and 
have left that which periſheth to the num- 
bers who diſquiet themſelves in vain. Let 


ſuch be pitied, my friend, and not deſpiſed; 


for ſpiritual pride has its origin in ſuch con- 
tempt, and it is one of the many unchriſti- 
an qualities of blind enthuſiaſm; Nay, you 


"one 


ter 


ace 


thi 


there is a kind of pity that is allied to con- 9 
tempt. il 
Born with the gentleſt nenn, and ever il 

| accuſtomed to adore, with the pureſt piety, - Ml 
the author of your being, your religion is " 
become habitual, and you know not the 1g 
difficulty with which a heart long devoted | i 
to vice muſt be reformed. . i 
M an, chough born with faculties to reach ti 
through the depths of time, and powers to . 


flouriſh through the ages of eternity, ſeldom 


ed but by preſent objects. The immortal 
foul confined to this manſion of earth, be- 
comes enamoured of her habitation, and in 
time perſuades-- herſelf that here ſhe has a 
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ſnould even watch over your pity; for 


—_ 
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looks beyond the preſent hour, or is affect- 
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delight to dwell. Hence ſhe is ſolicitous 
how ſhe may repair the tottering wall, and i 
ſupport the frail fabric——Yet ſurely this 

attachment is ſtrange, Conſtantia;; ſince : 


notwithſtanding her ſolicitude for its preſer- 


vation, this frame will ſoon fall, and very 
ſoon moulder into its native earth, Yet a 


little 
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little while, and every breaſt that is now 


warm with hope, and buſy with deſign, 


ſhall drop into the cold and ſenſeleſs grave. 
The eye that is reading this page ſhall be 
cloſed in darkneſs, and the hand that writes 
it ſhall crumble into duſt. | 


In that hour when the immortal ſpirit 


| ſhall exchange this tranſient being for the 


allotments of eternity—1n that awful hour, 
Conſtantia, what ſhall ſupport us? Nothing 
but the conſciouſneſs of a well conducted 
life. That divine confidence in the Father 
of nature, that peace of God which paſſetn 
all underſtanding that ſerene affiance— 


that exalted repoſe of ſoul—theſe are the 


fruits of a life long reſigned to God, and di- f 
rected by religion. Yet ſurely theſe are 
-well worth our tranſient labours : If theſe 


are not ſecured, we have lived and we have 
toiled in vain, we have given our money 


for that which is not bread, and our labour 


for that which ſatisfieth not. 


Live, 


| 87-1 

w | Live, my Conſtantia, ſupported by that 
1, MF gracious power whom you ſerve, ſupported 
e. by his providence, and enlightened by his 


gr ace. 
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ConsTANTIA: to THEODOSI US. 


ELCOME, ſweet peace of eonſci- 

ence! Lovely ſtranger! Daughter 
of religious duty, welcome How heavy 
was my heart, how painful my hours in thy 
abſence! How gloomy and difſatisfied—— Me 
with what anxiety and uneaſineſs did I ariſe 155 
from the moſt comfortable of all duties, the 
holy ſacrifice of prayer! The incenſe ſeemed 
my prayers were 
feeble; they were unable to reach the throne | 
of the Almighty, and retmned, but not 
with happineſs, to my own boſom; To il 
the poſſeſſion of thee, ſweet peace, what 
are riches and honours? What. were the A 
wealth of kingdoms, the acquiſition of 


to riſe unacceptably : 


poor 
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pure, 


from 
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0 my paternal friend, how forcible 13 J 
truth, divine truth! With what pleaſirg 
conviction did every ray of it, thatillumined I T1 
your laſt letter, ſhine upon my heart! How Þ 

poor 
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n 
poor did the intereſts, the pleaſures of this 
world appear, when compared with the 


pure, the peaceable wiſdom that cometh. 
from above ! 


Father of lights, ever grant me this wiſ- 
dom! Let the prayers of my father and my 
friend co-operate with my own, at thy 
eternal throne, and procure for me the 


3 bleſſed influences of thy ſacred ſpirit. 


1 This, my venerable guide, is the ſub- 

Y tance of my daily prayer, which ſince I 
received your inſtructions, I have repeated 
ich greater aſſiduity. I have ever been. 
convinced that the divine concurrence was 
neceſſary to aſſiſt us in the diſcharge of our 
duty, as well as to direct us in the know- 
ledge of it; but that emphatical prayer 
which concludes: your letters, “ that the 
« eternal providence would enlighten me 
with his grace, has given new force to 
my convictions. 55 $i 


I will not Prelefibe to you the ſubject of 
your letters. Iſhal] liſten with pleaſure and 
EN attention 


L 40 ] 
attention to your inſtructions, to whatever 
point of duty or of doctrine they may be 
directed; but allow me to wiſn, my rever- 


ed friend, that on this important doctrine 
of grace I may ſoon receive your valuable 


obſervations, 


Poſſibly this divine diſpenſation may be 
neceſſary in a greater or in aleſs degree than | 
T ſuppoſe it to be. I have received diffe- 
rent accounts of it from the profeſſors of 
our holy faith, but I'think that all of them 
| have concluded it to be neceſſary for us, 
though in what meaſure it was neceſſary 4 


they have not agreed. 


It is generally underſtood that this divine 1 
grace is the conſequential privilege of chriſ- | 


_ tianity, purchafed for us by him who died 


for our redemption ; yet I have ſometimes 
thought that the author of the book of 


Pſalms prayed for this enlightening grace, 
in that paſſage which you have quoted in 
one of your letters, My God, lighten mine 
eyes, that I ſleep not the ſleep of death. 


With 
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With reſpect to this opinion, as well as 


to the neceſſity or expedience of divine 
grace, and the degree in which it is diſpen- 
ſed, I await your kind inſtructions. 


Thoſe books of flaming devotion, which 
you have adviſed me not to read, I own I 


have hitherto been too fond of. Particular- 
ly ſince I entered upon the conventual life, 
have been much converſant in ſuch books. 
They were recommended to me by my lady 
abbeſs, who is a good woman; but her 
IF devotion ſeems not to be of that ſerene and 


temperate kind which you deſcribe and ap- 
She is unequal in her religious de- 
portment, being ſometiines elevated, but 


What do I not owe to you, my Father, 
for procuring me the book of God in a lan- 


& guage I underſtand? Agreeably to your 
directions, I make that my principal ſtudy, 


and truſt that it is able to make me wiſe un- | 
to ſalvation, 


Never, I hope, in the heart of your 
Conſtantia, ſhall that ſpiritual pride you 
mention 


18 


mention find a place. I am too ſenſible of 


their unhappy condition who live without 
God in the world, to look upon them with 
any other emotions than thoſe of pure com- 


paſſion. With the heart that is deſtitute Þ 


of religious peace my own has been a fel- 
low ſufferer; and ſhould I triumph 1 in com- 


parative happineſs or purity——ſhould I Þ 


thence derive any ſentiments if contempt 
for others, the reflection would rather mor- 


tify than ſooth me, ſinee I ſhould appear to 4 
lege 
The hour of prayer is at hand—I come; 


deſpiſe in them what I myſelf had been. 


daughters of devotion I join you——and 


now will I once more intreat the Author of 
life and death long to ſpare m_ for the com- 


fort and ſupport of 
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LETTER VII. 


THrroDosIUs to CoNSsTANTIA 
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7 INTENDED to make the diſpenſati- 
on of grace the ſubject of a letter, and 
I thank you for putting me in a method of 
5 treating it. 


Your firſt ten is, W hether this diſ. 
penſation was only the conſequential privi- 
1 lege of Chriſtianity? or whether it was not 
alſo the privilege of Judaiſm? d- 


The Jatter part of this propolition you 
infer from that - poetical petition of the 
rſalmiſt, My God, lighten mine eyes, &c. 
Nov, Conſtantia, it is obvious enough 
do ſuppoſe that the king of Iſrael might pray 
bor the illumination of the divine Spirit, as 
his ſon and ſucceſſor prayed for wiſdom, 

chough under their ſyſtem there was no 
promiſe of the ordinary diſpenſations of 
grace. It would be natural for a people 
who were viſited by God, and beheld, on. 
1 55 3 
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„„ 
o many occaſions, the interpoſition of his 
providence, to apply to him for his aſſiſtance 
under the conflicts of religious duty. It 
would be ſtill more natural for them who 
ſate in darkneſs, to petition for that light, 
of which ſome emanations were communi- 
cated in the extraordinary influences of the 


the fullneſs of time. q 


This may be ſufficient to anſwer your 


firſt queſtion, which | is rather curious than 


uſeful; 


5 


With reſpect to the neceſſity or expedi- 
ence of the divine grace, I have much 
more to ſay. The philoſophers of our ſyſ- 
tem who weigh every thing in the ſcale of 
natural obligation, or moral aptitude, ex- 


claim againſt this doctrine of grace. If you 
admit the impulſe of a ſuperior agent, 
where, ſay they, is the moral agency of 
man? Beſides, is it agreeable to the fitnels 


of things that God ul preſcribe a law to 
man, 


ſpirit, though, agreeably to the ſcheme of 
the eternal and-unerring- providence, the 


perfection of it ſhould not be — till 


g '£ 
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man, to which his moral powers alone are 


not adequate? This, continue they, would 


be to make God an Egyptian taſkmaſter. 


The moral powers of. man muſt be ade- 


quate to the duties appointed him, and the 
doctrine of grace is therefore ſuperfluous. 


At this avenue, which is opened by the 


chriſtian philoſopher, in ruſhes the philoſo- 


pher of nature. Ile takes up the argu- 


ment where the other laid it down—You 
have very rightly obſerved, Sir, ſays he, 
that God would be an Egyptian taſkmaſter, 
if he gave us a law that we were unable to 
live up to: Such I inſiſt upon it, is the law | 
From him 


that 1s ſaid to be from him- 
therefore i it cannot be. 


Thus, Conſtantia, | you fon the conſe- 
quence of philoſophizing in religion. — Give 
up one redoubt to the enemy, and he turns 
our, batteries againſt us. 
ungracious opponents I ſhall give a ſhort 
anſwer, To the chriſtian ſophiſt I ay, that 


the powers of man may be inadequate to 


the law of relighon, though its origin was 
from 


To both theſe 
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[ 46 ] 
from God; and to the philoſopher of na- 
ture I anſwer, that the law of religion may 
be from God, though the powers of man 
are inadequate to it. The ſame argument 
will prove both theſe points. 


A perfect law might be given to imper- 
fect beings without any impropriety : It 
might be given to make them exert to the 
utmoſt the powers of their nature, and 
ſtrain to higher degrees of virtue for the 
high prize of their calling——it might be 
intended to encourage an uſeful emulation, 


by making ſtill greater degrees of excellence | 


attainable ;——it might be deſigned to pre- 
vent indifference and independence, which 
man would naturally have ſuffered to grow 
upon him, when ſecure, by his own power, 
of attaining to moral perfection, and of diſ- 
charging every duty enjoined him. A de- 
pendence on the Almighty for aſſiſtance in 
the conduct of life is productive of many ad- 
vantages. It prevents that pride and care- 
leſneſs which are too often the effect of ſe- 
curity and independence. It opens an in- 
tercourſe with the Deity by prayer; which, 

though 


thou 


duty 
men 


be fc 
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a- ; though the moſt delightful part of religious 
ay duty, would become unneceſſary the mo- 
an ment that the aid of the divine grace ſhould 
ent . be found to be lo. | 


: From theſe co-operating . cauſes, Con- 

er- ſtantia, you ſee how expedient is the diſ- 

It penſation of grace. How neceſſary it is for 

the us in our preſent: ſtate, we need not make 
ind If! appeals to reaſon, but to experience, 


be To be ignorant of the ſacred truths of 


on. religion, and to be deſtitute of the com- 
8 F: municable influences of God's holy Spirit, 


has been always conſidered by good men as 
the moſt deplorable condition of human 
& wretchedneſs. ; Hence we find it repreſen- 
ted in the ſacred writings by the terrible 


1 images of darkneſs, of death. Thoſe, ſays 
: "6 the prophet, that ſate in darkneſs have ſeen 


Jagreat light, and they that were in the re- 


8 . ; gion and the ſhadow of death, on them 
bath the light ſhined. Awake thou that 


I ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt 


Da | ſhall give thee light. My God, lighten 
. mine eyes that I ſleep not in death. This 
7 | | 38 


was 


"& 8 1 : 
was the the petition of that prince, whoſe | 
devotion was ſo pure and exalted, that the 
Almighty himſelf bore teſtimony to his ex- 
cellence in pronouncing him a man after his 


own heart. And could he, the light of 
Iſrael could he, diſtinguiſhed for his 


knowledge of the then revealed religion— | 


could he, illumined with the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy, think it neceſſary to pray for the 
enlightening grace of dm, and ſhould 

not we much more? 
like the prophet, boaſt any ſuperior portion 
of the divine ſpirit, and who have yet, with 
him, the ſame propenſities to evil. 


On us, indeed, the ſun of righteouſneks 
hath ſhined. To us is diſplayed a perfect 
knowledge of thoſe faving truths, thoſe ex. 
alted doctrines, that were then only ſeen in 

types and ſhadows. 


know the perfect will of God, revealed by his 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt. The ſacred Scriptures 
contain every thing neceſſary to ſalvation, 
There, every moral duty is clearly ſtated, 
and every point of faith ſufficiently diſcover: 

ed. 70 theſe fountains of light and im. 
| 8 mortality 


we, who cannot 
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mortality we may apply, without decepti- 
on, for that knowledge which leadeth us 
| into all truth. 


Bleſſed be the gracious author of our ſal- 
vation! the veil of partition is now taken 
away; thoſe types and figures, which were 
the ſhadowings of good things to come, are 
removed, and \ we know what we worſhip. 


It is for us then on whom the light hath 


ſhined, to be willing, at leaſt, to rejoice in 


that light It is tor us with unwearied aſ- 
{iduity to ſtudy the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. 
Whatever attainments we make in ſcience, 


if we neglect this, the only true wiſdom, 


our knowledge and our induſtry are vain. 


Whatever ſkill, whatever prudence we poſ- 


ſeſs in the ceconomy of this life, if the ac- 
quiſition has been made by the neglect of 
this knowledge, it is ſkill that I and 


prudence that deſtroys. 


The rude notices of natural reaſon alone 
can never be ſufficient to direct us In every 
D | | 8 part | 


— 


part of our conduct. Thoſe lights, though 
- uſeful and univerſal, are liable to be ob- 
ſcured by the blaze of paſſions, to be en- 

feebled by vice, or miſled by error. The 


to do. The force of truth may be over- 
come by habit, and, like the heathen ſta- 
tuary, we may fall down before an image 


ſary therefore that we ſhould have ſome cer- 
., tain rules of action, ſome plain, directions 

laid down for our conduct, which can nei- 
ther be perverted by ſophiſtry nor rmilcon- 
ſtrued by error. 


3 


_ narily diſpenſed to us by the Spirit of God; 
Which while I have been an 46, 1 
have not loſt ſight of my argument. 


ſo neceſſary for our information, render the 


A APE eee as e 
* 


the heart, and employed in the defence of 


1 


underſtanding may be made ſubſervient to 


what we wiſh, rather than what we, ought 


of our own framing. It is eſſentially neceſ. 
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. - Such, "Conſtantia, is the neceſſity of that 
external information which has been ordi- 


The ſame cauſes which concur to make 
the outward evidences of the Spirit of God 


internal 


1 
internal aids of his grace as neceſſary for 


our direction and — in the diſcharge 
of our duty. 


To acquire a conſummate knowledge of 
the holy Scriptures is not alone ſufficient to 
conduct us to the land of everlaſting life. 
Theſe are the leading ſtars by which we 
muſt direct our courſe. but other means are 
neceſſary to guard us from the tempeſt a- 
bove, and the ſhoals below. The ocean 
of life is treacherous and uncertain. Many 
latent dangers await the paſſenger, and he 
is frequently in the greateſt peril when he | 
thinks himſelf the moſt ſecure. 


Shall T changes the ſcene, and ſuppoſe that 
we have an earthly paſſage to the city that 
is not made with hands? Vet in that caſe, 
how many circumſtances of danger to the 
traveller does the allegory afford me! A 
thouſand accidents concur to make us de- 
viate from the narrow way that leadeth to 
life. We are on one ſide threatened by 
horrible precipices, on another invited by 
ö MO. of beauty, Deſpair points out to 

| D 2 +. 
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L 52 1 
us the length and difficulty of the journey, 


and wearineſs importunes us to ſeek the 
vallies of repoſe. 


The object, indeed, at which we finally 
aim, would infinitely counterbalance every 
inconvenience. And the ſufferings of the 
Preſent time will bear.no compariſon with 
the glory. that ſhall be revealed among us. 
But objects placed at a diſtance, however 
important, never ſtrongly. affect us As 
jn the attraction of bodies, if thoſe with 
which they ſympathize be far removed, 
they will adhere. to others more near, to 
which they. have leſs Kenia. . 


Some portion of divine grace, ſome mea- 
ſure of God's holy Spirit, is indiſpenſably : 
neceſſary for every Chriſtian. : Mere human 
wiſdom, though aſſiſted by the knowledge 
_ of the divine revelation, will not always be 
. ſufficient to ſupport us in our duty. Hon | 
3 * often, with the conviction of truth upon us, 
WE | are we inſenſibly drawn/into the ways of 

error! How often, in the conſciouſneſs of 


determined integrity, are we betrayed into 
vice 


1 


vice by the ſtratagems of temptation ! Tho 


we may in general be very ſenſible of our 


duty, yet we have not at all times the ſame 
capacity of attention, nor the ſame readi- 
neſs of apprehenſion to diſtinguiſh good 


from evil, The faculties of the mind, are 


ſometimes vigorous, and ſometimes languid. 
The will is frequently retained by idleneſs, 
or ſolicited by deſire, without receiving any 


inſtructions from reaſon; and the coeconomy 


of the ſoul is oftener in diſorder than that 


of the body. 


In ſuch e Conſtantia, have 
we not need of ſome ſuperior aid? Want 
we not the directive influences of the Spirit 
of wiſdom, to keep us in the narrow paths 


of duty? Can there be any doubt that the 


ordinary diſpenſations of grace are neceſſary ? - 


But, in what degree, you aſk, is this 
grace ordinarily diſpenſed? To which I 
muſt beg leave-to anſwer, that God giveth 
not his Spirit by meaſure. It is enough 
for us to know what he hath declared, that 
1 grace is lufficient for us. It muſt be 
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neceſſary in a greater or a leſs degree, in 
proportion to the different tempers, ſitua- 


tions and circumſtances of mankind. And 
to the prayers and endeavours of each a ſuf- 


ficiency thereof will be diſpenſed. To our 
prayers and endeavours, I fay, it will be 
diſpenſed; agreeably to which we are told, 


that our heavenly Father will give of his holy 


Spirit to them that aſk it in his Son's name. 
And while we are informed that it is God 
who worketh in us, we are commanded to 
Work out our own ſalvation. 
ſtantia, a ſufficiency of the divine grace is 
promiſed to our prayers—promiſed to co- 
operate with our endeavours. 
thus, that the œconomy of grace interferes. 
not with that freedom ot will on which all 


our merit, as rational creatures, is founded. 


Our prayers and endeavours are voluntary 
acts, and we are conſequently as much at 
liberty to lay hold of the diſpenſation of 


grace as of redemption, and as much at li- 


berty to Walk it, to reſiſt or to > quench the 


Spirit. 


55 Wee 


Thus, Con- 


And it is 


„ „„ 

in 1 Were not this the caſe, Conſtantia; were 
a- the diſpenſation of grace entirely indepen- 
nd gent on our own will, the moral agency of 
if- man would be ſuperſeded, and the doarine - 
ur of rewards and puniſhments would be vain. 
be If, according to the doctrine of fanatics, the * 
d, grace of God be an impulſive principle, 
ly partially beſtowed, and actuating us as 
le. BY mere machines, then the Almighty has 
od taken our ſalvation entirely into his own 
to hands, and rendered moral virtue an-empty - 
s e 


9 But this doctrine will on the concluſion. 


is he found. blaſphemous to God, and injuri- 
res cus to mankind, For if God be the ſole 
all 7 agent of our ſalvation, to him it muſt be 
ad. 4 owing if any foul. periſheth : And if moral 
ry virtue be vain, the flood - gates of vice may 
at be thrown open, and. the world be over- 
of | whelmed with the deluge.” 


te Putif God be the ſole . of our ſal- 

vation, and if his grace be an impulſive 
principle, which we cannot reſiſt, then no 
ſoul ſhall periſh; for we are. expreſly told. 


'D 4 hat 


ere 


R 
that God is not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to repen- 
tance. If it ſhon'd be replied that ſome do 
periſh, nay that many go on in the broad 
way to deſtruction then I anſwer, that 
God has not the power to do what he is 
© willing to do. He is willing that none 


mould periſh, and yet you ſay that ſome 


do periſh, therefore there are ſome whom 
he has it not in his power to ſave. Now 


God is all-powerful, conſequently he muſt. 


have diſpenſed with his power in that re- 
ſpect by making the ſalvation of man con- 
ditional, If we accept not the mercies of 


the goſpel on the terms that are offered to 
us, God himfelf can do no more for us— 


God himſelf cannot act inconfiſtently 
with his own laws, Every attribute of the 
ſupreme perfection muſt be perfect. Jul 
tice and truth are his efſential attributes 
his juſtice and his truth therefore muſt be 
perfect. 


You ſee, my friend, how wretchedly 
founded is that fanatical doctrine, which 
repreſents the grace of God as an irreſiſtible 
_ principle, 
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principle, acting unconditionally, and im- 
pelling men to falvation. You ſee what 
diſhonour it would bring upon the Deity, 
what diſorder amongſt mankind, and how. 
inconſiſtent it 1s with the ſacred writings. 


If therefore the grace of God be a con- 
4 ditional, not an irreſiſtible principle, it will, 
as I obſerved before, be diſpenſed only in 
a ſufficient degree: That is; it will effec- 
tually co-operate with our own endeavours 
in working out our ſalvation. More than 
this we have no right to expect from the 
grace of God. Infinite wiſdom will not do 
what is not neceſſary to be done. The ex- 
traordinary influences of the Spirit are ceaſ- 
ed, becauſe they. are no longer requiſite; 
therefore though many miracles may be 
done by the interceſſion of departed ſaints, 
yet I: beheve none of thoſe faints, ſuch 1 
mean as exiſted ſince the apoſtolic ra, did 
wy; miracles when liviog*. a 
D 5 355 St. 


* This is 4 very modeſi degree Ie faith for the Fa- 
ther of a Convent: The Editor, for his part, believes 


| as much the living as the poſthumous miracles of 


thoſe. Baints. 


58 J. 
St. Paul himſelf, in his firſt epiſtle to the 
converts at Corinth, tells them that the mi- 
raculous power of the holy Spirit ſhould 
ceaſe, but that charity, which was a mo- 
ral grace of Chriſtians, ſhould ſtill remain, 
in conſequence of thoſe ordinary diſpenfatt- 
ons of the Spirit, that ſhould continue with 
the church. 7 


4 l 4 6 


- Whatever, therefore, appears to exceed 


theſe ordinary influences of grace, the rav- 


ing flights of enthuſiaſm, and the rage of 


fanatic zeal; the ſudden impulſes of 'devo- 
tional rapture; and the wild reveries of 
Tartuffian dreamers; all theſe are the fruits 
of inſane imagination, and cannot proceed 
from that pure and peaceable Spirit which 
cometh from the father of hs, 099 each 


The 1 of that Seit i is to inform the 


mind with a right ſenſe of its duty, and to 


animate and encourage it in the diſcharge of 
it, In this light it is properly called by our 
Redeemer that Comforter which ſhould lead 
us into all truth, and teach us all things... . 
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How much are theſe offices miſrepreſent- 
ed by the followers of Calvin, and by en- 
thuſiaſts of every denomination! What viſi- 
7 onary communications, what ſuggeſtions of 
ſick fancy have thoſe delirious. dreamers. 
imputed to the Spirit of wiſdom! as if 
God would render vain that faculty of rea- 
ſon which .charaQterizes man by his own 
image, and as if the enlightening Spirit of 
grace would rather -obſcure than illumine 
the underſtanding, ©.theſe unthinking men 
have charged upon the operations of that 
Spirit the moſt extravagant effects of wild 
inſanity. Under the influence of imaginary 
calls ſome have preached, and ſome have 
3 propheſied. The mechanic has forſaken 
: his awl, and his wife her diſtaff; and with 
heads full of glorious, viſions, together they 
have iſſued into the ſtreets and highways: t to - 
; publiſh the erecting goſpel. 


It will always be difficult for rand: ig- 
norance to diſtinguiſh between the ſuggeſ- 
tions of imagination, and the influences of 
the divine Spirit. Unaccuſtomed io ab- 
ſtracted thinking, or even to draw conclu- 
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ſions from the moſt ſimple propoſitions, the 
ignorant are unable to form any judgment 


or that mode of inſpiration, which ſhould 
| he moſt conliſtent with the wiſdom of pro- 


vidence. They conſider not that it muſt 
be more agreeable to infinite knowledge to 
invigorate the nobler faculty of reaſon, and 


to bring the paſſions into ſubjection, than 
by inflaming them to weaken that faculty, 


and by ſo doing to put darkneſs for light, 


Hence all the waking dreams of blind en- 
thuſiaſm are cherifned and refpected as the 
offspring of grace; and the miſtaken viſio- 
nary aſcribes to the author of reaſon, ſuch 


impulſes and communications as could only 
exiſt 1 in a mind where reaſon | was impotent. 


But the deluſions of i innocent eathiefafir 
would hardly deſerve attention, were: they 


not ſometimes productive of conſequences 


that rendered that enthufiaſm- no longer 
innocent. From the belief of divine im- 
pulſes the flames of perſecution have been. 
lighted, and the altars of ſuperſtition have 


been adorned; the fanguinous have been 


prompted to indulge their natural thirſt of 
| „ e 
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Llood, and the gloomy have forſaken the 
ſociety of human creatures, and inhabited 
caves and cells in ſolitary ſanctity. This 
ſpecies. of religious retirement I have ever 
condemned; but my objections do not af- 
fect the conventual life, for there is great 
difference between retiring to a cave in ſome 
unfrequented deſart, and entering into a re- 
ligious ſociety *, Many more than theſe 
have been the effects of miſtaken impulſes. | 


The hiſtory of the church in every * 
abounds with them. 


Vet how eaſy s it, upon reflection, to 
guard againſt theſe deluſions! What is the 
end of divine grace? It is only to aid us in 
the knowledge and in the diſcharge of our 
duty. Therefore whatever impulſe hath 
other tendency than theſe, it cannot be of 
God becauſe it is not agreeable | to his wiſ⸗ 
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+ There is indeed; 4 Father Francis obſerves, adif- 


E ference between theſe two ſorts of retirement; but, f in 


the Editor's opinion, the differenee lies only in the 
mode ; for they. are equally repugnant” to the deter- 
minations of providence,, which has made the whole 


moral duty. of man to conſiſt in the ſocial pacity: as 
ſerving his fellow-creatures. | 


— 


1 
dom, to do what is ſuperfluous. A ſuffici- 
ency of his grace is what alone he hath 
promiſed us, and what alone it is conſiſtent 
with infinite wiſdom to give. Will the Fa- 
ther of lights amuſe his creatures with b 
dreams and reveries? Will he ſport with 
their paſſions, depreſs and elevate, inflame 
and diſtract them? Will he not rather aſ- 
fiſt ſuch as call upon him faithfully, to bring 
thoſe paſſions into ſubjection; and to con- 
firm in its proper empire the nobler princi- 
ple of reaſon? Is not ſuch the mode of ope- 
ration that the all- wiſe Creator would aſſign 
to his aſſiſting Spirit? The wiſdom that! 
cometh from above, we are told, is pure 10 
and peaceable: Such wiſdom is - congenial 1 
with our reaſon, which is a clear and ſteady 4 
principle; and therefore, .it muſt act in con- 
eurrenee with that Principle, at leaſt its ef- 4 
fects cannot be repugnant to its conceptions. 


Thus, Conſtantia, by the information of } 
the revealed word, and by the uſe of that 
reaſon which God has given us that we may BY 


be able to underſtand his will, we learn 
the nature of fuch diſpenſations as his wil. 
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ji. [7 dom hath thought proper to communicate _ 
th 4 to us. 
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4. 4 Hime: extended my obſervations « on this 

h. ſubject further than you deſired, or might 


expect, becauſe the doctrine of grace is an 
important ſubject, and the right underſtand- 
10 ing of it may not only preſerve us from ma- 

Iny abſurdities and indecencies in religious 


rh 1 duty, but from many dangerous errors both 
15 in practice and belief. When once the 

I heart gives itſelf up to blind fanaticiſm, we 
* 7 cannot tell to what attempts it may be ſe- 
; - 7 duced, or where the influences of unre- 


i ſtrained, and (what. will almoſt. always | be. 
Pure e conſequence) of miſdirected paſſions may 
enial lead us —— When the imagination tri- 
eady 1 umphs over reaſon, the economy” of the: 
on mind is deſtroyed; and confuſion; with in- 
ws A ſanity 1 in her rear, approaches, and d 
ions. 


Ithe empire of the ſoul. 
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4 May every miniftring ſpirit of heaven 
f that | 


guard the peace of my Conſtantia! May 


may ! Iher piety be uniformly rational and calm! | 
learn May. ve, incenſe of her devotion riſe from = 


dom 
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the altar of reaſon, the voluntary ſacrifice 
of gratitude! May ſhe ever know whom 
ſhe worſhips, and remember that an intel- 
lectual Being requireth an intellectual ado-—- 
ration! In every act of worſhip, and in every 4 
point of duty, may ſhe be conſtantly ſupport- 
ed and: directed by the pure and peaceable - 
Spirit of truth! By that Spirit may ſſie be en- : the e. 
lightened to diſcern thoſe finer relations that Jvolen 
exiſt between the Creator and the creature, riene 
undiſtinguiſned by the eye of human intelli- Peſtig 
gence, and learn from thence not only what Per 
is due, but what is acceptable to God. Un- les. 
der every cireumſtance of life may ſhe be Fubjec 
happy in eaſe, on contented in-refignation ; els fa 
and when the ſhort thread of. life is ſpun, Tordec 
when ſhe enters upon the inheritance of im. I cer. 
mortality, may ſhe -receive the fullneſs of That le 
thaſe bleſſings! which Infinite Benevolence 1 ben 
las u-relerveforthoſs, that-honour Ee Fare 
Fol Str 15 511 In this 
etter, 
Feadin; 
bann 
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LETTER VIII. 


ConsTANTIA to Tnkopos ius. 


3 OW beautiful does the religion of 
ble R 1 Chriſtians appear, when beheld with 
Ine eye of reaſon! How amiable the bene- 
hat | Nedlent author of it! Surely, my revered 
friend, there is a ſecret delight in the in— 
Freſtigation of divine truthe, and the diſco- 
har. 4 ery of them affords the greateſt of plea- 
Un- _ hip Your moſt obliging letter on the 

Fubject of grace gave you, 1 preſume, no 
4 Jeſs ſatisfaction in the writing, than it af- 
1 arded me in the peruſal; and I think I can. 
Hiſcern, in the more animated paſſages of 
G of Fhat letter, thoſe pleaſing ſenſations you felt 
* : hen the light of religious truth ſhone the 
(i. Fleareſt to your eye. If Iam not miſtaken 
In this, and if your pleaſure in writing that 
fetter, were equal to that which I found in 
IS.] Feading it, you have had a better reward 
han my poor thanks can give you. 


Lou have juſtified the ſcheme of provi- 
2 T. Pence in the diſpenſation. of grace againſt 
* 


E 06: +] 
every objection that has been or can be 
brought againſt it, You have placed in a 
clear light the benevolent purpoſes of the 
Father of mercies in that diſpenſation, .-wio 
has made man dependent on him for the 


aſſiſtance of his divine Spirit, only becavſe- 


he has a delight to give it, and becaule it 
muſt be the happineſs and comfort of is 
creatures to- receive it; It plainly-appears 


from your account of it, that the cecono-- 
my of grace interferes not with that freedom. 
of will on which- all moral goodneſs muſt. 


be founded, and without which we could 


neither be capable of virtue nor vice, nei- 
ther intitled to rewards, nor liable to puniſh- 
ment. It appears that the moral agency 
of man may be exerciſed in the application 
of the divine grace, and that he is at liber- 


ty either to apply or to reject it. 


With reſpect to the degree i in which it 
is diſpenſed, you have, no doubt, rightly 
obſerved, that as God will not do what 1s 
unneceſſary, no more than a ſufficiency of 
it will be granted to our prayers: And as 


to the mode of its operation, it is ſurely con. 
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| gent with the wiſdom that gave us reaſon 
| for our direction, to render by his grace 

; the efforts of that reaſon effectual, in ſub- 
jecting the paſſions, and reducing tliem to 
: he obedience of his holy laws. 
nal worſhip, you have obſerved, in a former 


By a ratio- 


letter, that God is moſt honoured; when, 
from a due and diſpaſſionate conſideration of 


R A 
ROE) 8 


ciple of gratitude, to offer him a reaſonable 


jo 
oe 9 5 
yl 
IN. 
8 
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| ſtruments of a worſhip paid to God, but 


we ſhould not be the worſhippers; and with 
; what delight ſhould the eternal wiſdom look 
upon our ſacrifice, when conſcious that it 
I proceeded not from a voluntary diſcharge 
Hof; duty, but was the inevitable conſequence 
of his own agency? With what propriety 


| could he ſay, Well done, thou good and 


4 faithful TY when he himſelf had been 


be agent, ald the ſervant no more than 


1 machine in his hands? To ſuppoſe then 
4 that 


nis benevolent works, we come, from a prin- 


ſacrifice. This ſacrifice would indeed be no 
longer reaſonable, were we itreſiſtibly im- 
| pelled to offer it by the influences of a ſu- 

Eperior agency: We ſhould then be the in- 
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! 
that the divine grace is an irreſiſtible prin- 
ciple, muſt be to charge God fooliſhly; 
and whatever reverence I have heretofore 
paid to thoſe miſdeeming enthuſiaſts who 

hold this dodtrin*, I muſt now retract it, 
and ſhall, for the i ture, rather pity them 
as miſtaken, than reipect them as inſpired, 


But I will own to you, my paternal friend, 
that I ſhould not fo eaſily have become the 
diſciple of reaſon, had you made that facul. 
ty a dictator on its own authority; but when 
you only, make it inftrumental in the appli- 
cation of truths revealed, as that is, un- 
doubtedly, the purpoſe for Which it was 
given us, I cannot but agree, with you in 
every coneluſion you have made. 


How ſhall I thank you for the repeated 


inſtances of your care and kindneſs, fe 


thoſe ardent wiſhes that glow 1n the laſt 5 


page of your letter thoſe prayers for 
your Conſtantia's happineſs and ſafety ? 0 
mah they be heard at the throne of ever- 

| laſting 


flien 
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light: 


rin- 
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end, 
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nſting mercy! and riſe not unaccompanied 
with thoſe daily offerings which ſhe de- 
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lights in making for the preſervation of her 
friend. Adieu! 
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the due diſcharge of which that diſpenſation i 


fluenced by any thing that we ſhould [1 
do in order to obtain the aid of his ſacred 


abſurd as every other act of duty would be 
ſtantia, who hold this doctrine: Becauf f. 
of grace, they annihilate the moral agency 


five in the accompliſhment of his ſalvation, E 
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count of the diſpenſation of grace, 1 K 
tnat 


will now give you my thoughts on a duty, to 
3 deat! 


\ 8 you were not diſpleaſed with my ac. Þ 


is promiſed. I have obſerved before, that, Fi ſacre 
were the grace of God an unconditiona 
and irreſiſtible principle, our prayers would 
be vain, Had the almighty providence ſM 
formed an irreverſible decree with reſpet IM 
to our ſalvation, or were he totally unin- 


Spirit, our aQs of devotion would be «| 
ſuperfluous. Yet there are many, Con. 
the Chriſtian covenant is called the covenan 
of man, and repreſent him as entirely pal 


I have ſufficiently expoſed the errors of thi 4 
unſcripturaſil 
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3 : Fg and roſe again for our juſtification, 
(chat is for our deliverance from eternal 
57 to _ _ | : 2 : a | 
tion! death; for the word juſtification, in the 
ſacred writings, generally ſignifies delive- 
- ona] ! France, and in that ſenſe I underſtand it in 
.oua 9 this paſſage) our Saviour himſelf, I ſay, 
„ whoſe merits with the Father were the pri- 


mary means of procuring us this grace, ex- 


nin. I preſsly conviuceth us that it is to be obtain- 


nould ed by prayer. For in the firſt place, this 
"ME 7 was the method by which he propoſed to 
be (obtain it for us——1 will pray to the Fa- 
11d bel Ather, ſays he, and he will ſend you another 
Py £ vays; and in the next place, he aſſures his 
„ {Kiciples that his heavenly Father will give 
is holy Spirit to them that aſk it. The 
ly pal 1 paſſage is expreſs to the purpoſe. © I ſay 
ee and you ſhall find, knock and it ſhall 
e opened unto you. For every one that 


aſketh 


that, 


lence 


ſpet 
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unſcriptural doctrine, and mall therefore 


proceed to conſider prayer as one of the 


| means of Brace. 
0 


Our Saviour himſelf who died fir our 


omforter, who ſhall abide with you al- 


nto you, aſk and it ſhall be given you, 


1 


aſketh receiveth, and he that ſeeketh find. Þ 


eth, and to him that knocketh it ſhall be 


opened. Which of you, being a father, 


if his ſon ſhall aſk bread, will give him a 
ſtone? Or if a fiſh, will he for a fiſh give 
him a ſerpent? Nay and if he ſhonld aſk an 
egg, will he give him a ſcorpton ? If ye, 
then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much rather 
ſhall your Father, who is in heaven, give 
the holy Spirit to them that aſk him!“ 
The pains that the divine reaſoner hath 
taken to convince his diſciples upon this 
point of faith, are very remarkable. He 
firſt commands or rather exhorts them to 


offer their prayers to God; then for their 


encouragement he aſſures them that ſuch 
prayers are heard and granted; and after- 
wards for their conviction, he infers an un- 
deniable concluſion from a parity of reaſon. 


Thus there remains no doubt, that as the 


mediation of Chriſt is the primary, ſo Prayer 
1s the enn means of grace. 


Jn mia 5 then, and with What 


ſi ſhall we pray ?——Wherewithal ſhall 
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5 


we come before the Lord, and humble 


ourſelves before the high God ? Is not, it 


may be aſked, that form of prayer which 


our Saviour taught his diſciples, compre- 
henſive of all our wants, and ſufficient for 
the Chriſtian church in all ages? Should 
this queſtion be put, I would anſwer in the 
The prayer which our Saviour 
taught his diſciples was a temporary form. 
The redemption of mankind was not then 


accompliſhed : The means of grace were 
not effectuated. The Saviour of the world 


was not aſcended into heaven, and till that 
aſcenſion, the Comforter, the Spirit of 
truth, was not granted to the church. If 
| go not away, ſays he, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but if I go away, I 
will ſend him unto you. It is not probable, 
thereſore, that he ſhould teach his diſciples 
to pray for that grace which was not yet 


attainable, nor communicated, except . 
an eſpecial manner. 


Some cunning inter- 
preters have, indeed, ſuppoſed that the 
meaning of thy kingdom come,“ in the 
prayer above-mentioned, is metaphorical, 
and that the influence of grace is thereby 


„„ bgnified ; 


1 


ſignified; but I would aſk theſe men, 


whether it be probable that the wiſe au- 
thor of our ſalvation ſhould teach his dif. 


ciples to expreſs ſo important a petition. by 


a ſtrained metaphor ?—Whether he .who 
taught them plainly to ſay © give us this day 
our daily bread,” would not, if it had then 
been proper, have taught them as plainly to 
ſay, give us the grace of thy holy Spirit,” 

or to have expreſſed themſelves .in . ſome 

other form of words as clear, and as much 
to the purpoſe. Had the words, thy king- 
dom come, no ſignification that was lite- 

rally obvious, they might as well have 

been wreſted to one. ſenſe as to another; 
but the kingdom of God was an expreſſion 
familiar to the ears of the diſciples, and to 
them it required no comment. They knew 

that it meant the evangelical kingdom of 
the Meſſiah. .In this ſenſe that petition 


ſtill retains its original propriety, as the 
Meſſiah's kingdom is not yet complete. 
Another argument that this form of prayer 
was temporary and is now inſufficient, is 
this, that the apoſtles made uſe of other 
prayers —To prove this it is not neceſſary 
to 
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to adduce a ſingle inſtance, becauſe num- 
bers offer themſelves. | 


| Neither is it cellar for me to in{tru& 
you, Conſtantia, in what words you ſhould 
pray for the aſſiſtance of the divine Spirit. 
Eloquence is in nowiſe eſſential to prayer; 


it may be neceſſary for the perſuaſion of 


men, but God ſetteth it at naught. Let 
us not think that we ſhall be heard the 
ſooner for our much ſpeaking, nor yet for 


the elegance of our expreſſion. If we pray 
by a ſet form, let the language of it be art- 
leſs and unaffected, and in that reſpect re- 


ſemble the ſingleneſs or ſimplicity of heart, 
with which we ſhould offer it to the all- 
knowing Wiſdom. 


church alloweth not a private eccleſiaſtic 
to compoſe and communicate a form of 
prayer. For you, however, whoſe under- 
ſtanding is clear, and whoſe memory is re- 


tentive, who digeſt your thoughts with 


propriety, and expreſs them with eaſe, 
ſcarce any form of private devotion is ne- 
celfary. 5 


E 2 With 


I would readily give 
you ſuch a form as I ſpeak of, but the 


"xp 


1-490. 1 
With regard to the ſpirit and manner 
- wherewith we ought to approach the eter- 
nal Providence, we cannot be too attentive 
to ſo important a circumſtance. We 


ſhould endeavour as much as poſſible, to be 


ſerene and recollected. Before we addreſs 


that Almighty Being, we ſhould meditate 


a moment on his ſublime perfections, and 
fill our minds with the idea of his glorious 
attributes. But rather let us. contemplate 
him in his benevolent, than in his juridical 
capacity. We ought indeed never to be 
without the idea of the latter, but the firſt 
ſhonld. always have the leading influence 
on our minds. Our heavenly Father treat- 
eth us not as ſervants, but as ſons; our 
acts of obedience, therefore, to him ſhould 


3 be purely filial. He delights not in the 
proſtration of ſervile fear, but in the chear- 


ful worſhip of reverential gratitude. Let us 
not approach him with the cries and lamen- 
tations of Moloch's worſhippers, nor with 
the (elf caſtigation of the votaties of Baal. 
Yet, on this as well as on every other occa- 
ſion, let us remember the vaſt diſtance be- 


tween fallen man and his Creator; let us 


conhde: 


our 
zuld 
the 
ear- 
et US 
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with 
Baal. 
occa- 
e be- 


et us 


nſider 
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conſider that our God, though ſeated on 


the throne of everlaſting mercy, is an of- 


fended Being, whoſe laws we have broken, 


and to whoſe favour we have forfeited our 
natural right. Theſe reflections will make 


us approach him with that humble and de- 
pendent ſpirit, which muſt become a frail 
and erring creature, in the preſence of its 


almighty and-all-perfect judge. 


Let the incenſe we offer him be the pure 


and undiſſembled devotion of the heart. 


Eet us avoid the Phariſaical oſtentation of 
Our moral and religious, as 


long prayers. 


well as our natural wants, may be expreſ- 


fed in few words, that God is not flow to 


hear. One penitential ſigh, one humble 
acknowledgment, will find its way to hea- 
ven. One earneſt petition for the divine 


aſſiſtance, one ſincere expreſſion of grati- 


tude, will be as effectual as a thouſand re- 
petitions. 


courted by much nr Is it neceſſary 
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Diffuſe and declamatory prayer 
is a mark of fanaticiſm, the bold and ex- 
travagant effuſion of holy impudence. Shall 
we think that the Divine Wiſdom is to be 


E 3 that ; 


s 
195 


5 
* 


e 
that the ſincere of heart ſnould weary Hea- 
ven with long importunity? Would rot 
this be to ſuppoſe that God is hard to be 
intreated, or that his ear is obſtructed, and 
cannot hear? How brief is that temporary 
form of prayer which our Saviour taught 
his diſciples! Does that form contain one 
ſuperfluous word, or one mere collateral 
or unimportant thought ? Is the imagina- 


tion indulged in vain deſcriptions, or are 


the paſhons rouzed to eager imprecations ? 


As if the divine author of it had foreſeen 


the idle prolixity of thoſe ranting prayers 
which ſhould be uſed in future ages of the 
church, he has in the above mentioned 


form been remarkably conciſe. There is 
not, perhaps, in any language, an inſtance 


of compoſition where ſo much is expreſſed 


in ſo few words. 


It muſt be owned, however, that to ex- 
preſs our thoughts with brevity and preci- 
ſion, muſt be the effect of literary ſkill with 
us, as it was of divine knowledge with 


the author of the diſciples' prayer. But 
| from the i of that prayer we may 


learn, 
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ME 
learn, what may be of more general uſe, to 
fay nothing to God that is unneceſſary, If 
we look into many of our modern forms of 
prayer, particularly ſuch as have been 


compoſed by Chriſtians for their private 


uſe, and afterwards printed for the ſervice 
of the public, we ſhall find that this pre- 
cept has been very much neglected. With 


a profuſion of ſelf. abaſing expreſſions, part- 


ly taken from the ſacred writings, and 
partly the coinage of their own imaginati- 
ons, in ſome ſuch ſtrain as the following 


they Cs ſet forward. 


« Hear me, moſt. gracious, and moſt 
merciful Lord God, hear me. Father of 


| heaven and earth, light and dab day 
and night, great Creator of all things, hear 


the meaneſt of thy creatures. Lord, I am 
a worm, and no man. I am worſe than 
the vileſt of thy creatures. I am nothing 
but wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying 

ſores: From the crown of my head te the 

ſole of my foot, there is no whole part in 
me. I have been wicked, Lord, very wicked. 
Oh the blackneſs of my ſins! they cry out 


for vengeance aguinft me, &c.” 


' #5 Such 


[ 8 ] 
Such is the nature of thoſe ranting, | im- 


; proper and incoherent prayers which are 
daily offered up in the cloſets of many pi- 


ous Chriſtians. As if they would make a 


merit of their ſelf-abaſement, they are loud 


in complaining of themilves as the worſt 


of creatures. This is a burleſque upon 


Chriſtian humility. I have known a pious 


lady, whoſe life was one continued ſcene 


of devotion, daily repeat theſe humiliating 
lines, when ſhe offered up her prayers to 
the Father of truth and wiſdom, Our 


Saviour's approbation of the Publican's 


prayer affords no argument in favour of 
theſe, The Publican was ſuppoſed to be 
really a ſinner, not in the ordinary but in 

the extraordinary ſenſe of the word; yet 


even he makes no parade of humiliation. 


He, though a Publican, does not call him- 
ſelf the worſt of men, but ſaith ſimply, 
0 God be merciful to me a ſinner,” This 


was all that he ſaid, and all that it was ne- 
ceſſary for him to by, 


| Theſe over-abaſing forms of prayer are 
not . improper for the Chriſtian who 
leads 


* 


Is 


Ear.) 

leads a regular life, but muſt likewiſe be 
repugnant to his conſcience, and obnoxi- 
ous to his ſincerity. It is impoſſible that, 
while he is ſenſible of his good diſpoſition, - 
and endeavours to live according to the di- 
vine laws, he ſhould believe himſelf to be. 


the wicked wretch that his prayers repre- 
ſent him. 


J have yet one objection more to theſe 
humiliating rants, theſe effuſions of fana- 


ticiſm. They are not only improper for- 
the good man, but unneceſſary for the ſin- 


ner—at leaſt on the part of God they are 
unneceſſary : For, of God can it be ſup- 
poſed, that he is ignorant of our conduct 
and muſt learn it from a multitude of ſelf- 

abaſing words? Or ſhall we think that he 
delights in the frequent mention of that 
wickedneſs,. the practice of which offended 
him? Or may we believe that he will be 


prevailed upon by the loudneſs of tautolo- 


gical exclamation? If theſe things are not 
to be ſuppoſed, we ſhall conclude that 
theſe harangues of ſelf-abaſement are un- 


neceſſary with reſpect to God, and that it 


* 8 Fj will 
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will be more proper as well as more modeſt, 


for the ſinner to uſe the brief acknowledg- 
ment of the Publican, 


Long and loud confeſſions of ſin before 
God, are always a mark of a weak under- 
ſtanding; nay, I have known ſome ec- 
cleſiaſtics ſo extremely injudicious as to re- 
commend this practice 1n private devotion, 


and ſo weak as to adviſe us, in our addreſ- 


ſes to God to mention particularly the ſeve- 
ral ſins we have been guilty of. Is not this 
to ſuppoſe that God is even ſuch a one as 
ourſelves? Or is it not to conceive yet 
more meanly of him? When a perſon 1s 
diſpoſed to aſk forgiveneſs of thoſe whom 
he has offended, and to acknowledge his 
faults, would a generous mind be delighted 
with the recapitulation of them? Would it 
not rather be painful to a generous mind? 
And ſhall we dare to think that man is 
poſſeſſed of greater generoſity, or more 
enlarged conceptions, than that infinite 


| Being from whom he derives both? Why 


then, ye ſelf. abaſing ſinnets, will ye weary 
| God 


. 
God with your miſtaken prayers? Why 
will ye offer to the divine ear what it de- 
lighted not to hear? Can ye not be hum- 
ble without importuning heaven with your 
acts of humility ? Is not this a ſpecies of 


eye ſervice ? 


Let us conties the parable of the pro- 
digal ſon, which may in ſome meaſure be 


looked upon as a form of repentance. He 
had meditated, we are told, a ſhort ſpeech 
of acknowledgment. “Father, I have ſin- 


ned againſt heaven, and in thy ſight, and 


am no longer worthy to be called thy ſon; 
make me as one of thy hired: ſervants.” 
This confeſſion he meditated, and this was 
as brief, for the circumſtances, as the prayer 
of the Publican. But what do we find the ſe. 
quel of the ſtory? We find that this ſhore 
ſpee:h was rendered ſtill ſhorter, by the 


omiſſion of the laſt clauſe. The penitent ſon, 


after he had met with ſuch a gracious recep- 


tion from his father, probably concluded 
that ſuch a humiliating overture would give 
him pain, —or if he were about to make 

its; 


facred paraboliſt in this place. 
ſon ſaid unto him, Father, I have ſinned 


E #6]. 
it, the father interrupted him, by. calling 
to his ſervants, and ordering the beſt robes, 


Obſerve, my Conſtantia, the ſkill of the 
And the 


againſt heaven, and i in thy ſight, and no 


longer am worthy to be called thy ſon.— 


But the father ſaid unto his ſervants, bring 


forth the prime robe, and put it upon him. 


Is not the omiſſion of the laſt clauſe in the 
premeditated ſpeech, after ſuch a reception, 
remarkably beautiful ? When this is con- 
ſidered, does it appear in the leaſt proba· 


ble that the father ſhould either expect, or 


take delight in a detail of his ſon's 8 follies 
and vices? _ 


i | ttt 


As a an act PP repentance, with reſpect to 


God, ſich a detail eannot be neceſſary: For 
What is repentance, but a relinquiſhment 


of ſins, from a conviction that ey have 
offended the yo of the world; Hh 


I have FITY more on this regs 
than at firſt intended, and poſſibly more 
than 


. 
# % 3 


on- 
ba- 
, Ol 
lies 
& to 
For 


ment 
have 


ſtance 
more 
than 


I 8 


than you may think the importance of it 


required: But let it be remembered, that 


nothing is unimportant that relates to the 
worſhip of God, and that he who contri- 


butes any thing to rectify that worſhip, la- 


bours not aal in the ROvie of religion. 


For this reaſon, you = . me with 
your attention, while J point out ſome 
other errors that I have obſerved. in forms 


of devotion. Among theſe are impertinent 
expreſſions, ſuch as have no immediate re- 


lation either to the general or particular 
purpoſes of prayer; ſuch as are introduced 


merely far parade, or ſuch as have no 


other end than to fill the harmony of a 
period, or to form the ſide of an antitheſis. 
Of theſe I could produce many inſtances, 
from almoſt every form of prayer, whether 
publie or private, from profuſe expatiati- 


ons on the paſt and preſent works of God, 


and from ſuperfluous details of our conduẽt 


towards him; when with careful minute- 
neſs we inform him of circumſtances which 


he knows better than re 
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Neither 
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Neither can I approve of thoſe devout 


rhapſodies, thoſe ſpor:ings of zeal, that holy 


dalliance with God, which ſwell the morn- 
ing and evening devotions of many pious 
_ Chriſtians. "Theſe deſultory effuſions are 
inconſiſtent with that reverence which 18 
due to an Aude) m_ 


In ſhort : Let us, when 155 pray, be mo- 
deſt, humble, calm, and fecollected; and 


let our forms of prayer be chaſte, ſubdued, 


Conciſe and en 


Wen we wee the Almighty, let 


us not borrow our ideas of him from hu- 


man characteriſties: Let us remember, that 
his ways are not our ways, neither are his 


thoughts our thoughts; — that as much as 


heaven is higher than the earth, ſo much 


are his ways higher than our ways, and 


his thoughts than our thoughts. This re- 
flection will at all times teach us a becom- 
ing reverence for our glorious Creator; and 
particularly in our addreſſes to him, it will 


ſuggeſt to us the ampropriety of vain and 


imper- 


1 


impertinent declamation, of the oſtentatious 
effuſions of holy impudence, and impor- 


tunate familiarities of forward zeal. 


Adieu! my Conſtantia, May vou offer 
" Date 71 
up your prayers in an acceptable time! 


FRANCIS, 


I, E T. 


W 
* 


ſtantia- 
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LETTER X. 


. to Weser 


OUR letters diſpleaſe me, my pater- 
nal friend, they make me diſpleaſed 
with myſelf. Every page is a mirror that 
reflects ſome circumſtance of folly. or igno- 
rance on my paſt conduct. When I com- 


pare my opinions and my practice with 


thoſe which you recommend, I am mortifi- 


ed with heholding ſome eſſential difference 
hut go on, dear, cruel inſtructer, go 
on to humble the proud heart of your Con- 
Make her ſee in yet many more 
inſtances what a weak, ignorant, ſhort- 


ſighted creature ſhe is. 


But indeed you ought to conquer that va- 


nity, which in former days you contributed 


to ſtrengthen; when too prodigal of com- 


pliment, you would over-rate the talents of 
your Conſtantia; and, in the humility of 


tender affection, would profeſs yourſelf her 
pupil! Be patient, and-indulge me— 
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make me ſenſible of my weakneſs: Iam 
yet a woman, and muſt complain I will 


| have my revenge, and convince you of your 


errors. Do I not owe much of my pride 


| and vanity to you? Did you not in the days 


of flattering love cheriſh and ſupport thoſe 
unferviceable foibles? Having no other atn- 


| bition than to pleaſe. Theodotus, if he ap- 


peared fatisfied with my accompliſhments, | 
| thought them ſufficient : If he praiſed my 
talents, I believed them to be great; and 


was indifferent about new acquiſitions of 


knowledge. Thus, my friend, I bring a 
heavy charge againſt you, and impute to 
you, in ſome meaſure, my pride and igno- 
rance, Thus it is, that while your letters 
convince me of the latter, I gratify the firſt 
by a flattering excuſe. Poor Conſtantia! 
how much of human weakneſs doſt thou 
yet retain | 


You have much to do, my venerable 
guide, much to do before you ſhall have 
rendered your pupil as wiſe and as yoo as 
ſhe onght to be. 


What 
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What means this uneaſineſs that hangs 


upon my heart? Surely your letter, your 
valuable letter, could not cauſe it. And 


yet I think, I had lets pleaſure from it than 
fronted by other that you have written to 
me. Was it bectitfe you have not ſo often 
appelled be me by the eudearing name of 
your Conſtantia? To you, my confeſſor, 
my guide, and friend, I can open all my 
weakneſs. 
that hangs upon my heart? 


CONSTANCE, 


"LET: 


What means this uneaſineſs 


with uneaſineſs. 


B 
LETTER Kl. 


'TrHroposIvs to CONSTANTIA. 


a4 MIABLE tende {s! Dear 
A tia! ſet your h 
your reaſon; tax your fortitude; Kall forth 
the nobler faculties of your mind, and 
charge them to aſſert their empire over the 


wayward paſſions, | 


While we are in this ſtate of being, we 


muſt encounter difficulties, and ſtruggle 
The heart will often be 


diſſatisfied we know not why, and reaſon 


will ſtand an idle ſpectator, as if unconſci- 
In ſuch caſes it ought to 


ous of its power. 
be awakened from its lethargy, and re- 


minded of the taſk to which it is appointed. 
It ſhould be informed of the high office it 


bears in the ceconomy of the ſoul, and be 


made acquainted with the ion vigi⸗ 
lance of its enemies. i 


But ts we + geil under the uneaſi- 


nels. of diſcontent, we cannot take a more 
effectual 


0 at eaſe, en 


TT, 


effeftual method to recover our peace, than 
to conſider the inſignificancy of every paſſion 


that centers, and purſuit that terminates 


Suppoſe our carthly aims were di- 


2 
— 


of inne; ſup ar purſuits ſhould be 
crow Rech with all afſe ſucceſs that flattering 
hope aſſigns them, yet vain, changeable, 


and impotent as we are, the ſucceſs would 


not be worth a moment's triumph. While 


the heart turns upon an earthly axis, like 


the periſhable ball that it loves, it will be 


variouſly affected by outward inffuences. 
Sometimes it will bear the fruits of gladneſs, 


and ſometimes be the barren deſert of me- 


lancholy; ; one while it will be exhilarated 


by the ſunſhine of pleaſure, and again it 
will languiſh in the gloom of diſcontent, 
The cauſe of this is, not only that the hu- 
man heart is in itſelf changeable and un- 
certain, deriving its ſenſations from conſti- 


tutional influences, but that the objects, if 


they are earthly objects, on which it de- 
pends for happineſs, are liable to variation 
and wy 
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Hence ariſes the ſuperiority of religious | 
views. When our hopes of happineſs are 
fixed on one certain event; one event 
which, though remote, cannot be altered 
mortal contingencies, the heart has 
an in variable founder whereon it⸗ may 
reſt. Without this reſting place, we ſhould 
be toſſed to and fro with every wind of foi - 
tune, the ſport of chance, and the dupes cf 
expectation. To this immoveadle anchor 
of the ſoul religion directs us in the hopes 
of immortality. We know from the uner- 
ring word of divine revelation, that we ſhall | 
exiſt in another ſtate of being, after the 
diſſolution of this; and we are confirmed 
by every benevolent purpoſe of providence 
in the belief that our future exiſtence ſhall 
be infinitely happy. In this glorious hope 
the intereſts of a temporary life are ſwal- 
1 lowed up and loſt. This hope, like the 
ti 


if toms which are created by the magic of this 
9 world, and at once ſhews the vanity of 
— Try: earthly purſuit. 

nce il. Compared with this lad” my Con- 


ſtantia, how poor Row barren would every 
ſcene 


ſerpent of Moſes, devours the mock phan- 5 5 


„„ 


ſcene of mortal happineſs appear! How 


deſpicable at the beſt—yet how liable to 
be deſtroyed by every ſtorm of adverſity! 
For, are we not expoſed to a thouſand ac- 
cidents, the moſt trifling of which may be 


ſufficient to break a ſcheme of felicity? 


Let us conſider thoſe conditions that are al- 
moſt univerſally defired, the dignity of the 
great, and the affluence of the rich. Are 
| theſe above the reach of misfortune ? Are 
they exempt from the importunities of care? 
Greatneſs is but the object of impertinence 
and envy, and riches create more wants 
than they are able to gratify. Should then 
our wiſhes lead to theſe, we ſhould unavoid- 


ably be diſappointed. The acquiſition might 


for a while ſooth our vanity, but we ſhould 
ſoon ſigh for the eaſe of obſcurity, and envy 
the content of thoſe whom pride would call 
our vaſſals. 


If veakh or grandeur then cannot afford 
us happineſs, where ſhall we ſeek it? Is it 
to be found in the cell of the hermit? or 
does it watch by the taper of ſolitary learn- 

ing? Loves it the ſociety of laughing mirth? 


E 


w | or does it affect the penſive Pleaſures of 


to meditation? Is it only genuine in the cordi- 
y! ality of friendſhip, or in the laſting tender- 
c- i neſs of married love? Alas! my Conſtan- 


be tia, this train of alternatives will not do. 
y? Should we fly from the troubles of ſociety 
al- to. ſome lonely hermitage, we ſhould ſoon 
he ſigh for the amuſements of the world we 
ure had quarrelled with. The ſtrongeſt mind 
\re could not long ſupport the burthen of un- 
e? communicated thought, and the firmeſt 
ice heart would languiſh 1 in IR ſtagnation of 
ts melancholy. 


id- Aſk the Glitary u. if ever, in his 
ht learned reſearches, he beheld the retreat of 
11d happineſs—Amuſement is all that he will pre- 
vy tend to—Amuſement! in queſt of which 
all the active powers of the mind are frequently 
Vorn out, the underſtanding enervated by 
the aſſiduity of attention, and the memory 


"rd | overburthened with uneſſential ideas. 

in Boks doo EL | 
or || © Yet, poſſibly, happineſs may mingle with 
rn- ſociety, and ſwell the acclamations of feſtive 


th? . No—the ) Joy that dwells there can- 


1 


not be called happineſs; for the noiſe of . 
mirth will vaniſh with the echo of the even- evils 
ing, and even in laughter the heart is ſad. teac 
If we are able to diſtinguiſh the elegance of | aſſau 
converſation, we ſhall often be diſguſted cept 
with the arrogance of pride, or the imper- with 
tinence of folly; and if not, we may be lar t 
amuſed indeed with the noiſe, but can ne- ſtruc 
ver taſte the pleaſures of ſociety. ons 
„ hear 

As little reaſon have we to hope fue laſt- Þ guar 


ing happineſs from the engagements of 
friendſhip, or of love. The condition of 
human life is at beſt ſo uncertain, that it is 
even dangerous to form any connections that 
are dear. The tenderneſs of love, my Con- 
ſtantia, opens the heart to many ſufferings, 
to many painful apprehenſions for the health 
and ſafety of its object, and many uneaſy 
ſenſations both from real and imaginary 
cauſes. It was from this conviction J told 
you, in the letter wherein I firſt diſcovered 
myſelf to you, “that the love we have 
had for one another will make us more hap- 
py in its diſuppointment, than 1 it could Hove 
done 1 in its ſucceſs. 


For 
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bury every anxious thought, the uneaſineſs 
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For want of a better remedy to theſe 
evils, the wiſdom of ancient philoſophy 
teacheth us to bid a brave defiance to the 
aſſaults of pleaſure and of pain. This pre- 


.cept it urges with unremitting auſterity; 


without making any allowance for particu- 


lar tempers or circumſtances; without in- 
ſtructipg us how to behave to the ſolicitati- 
ons of joy or pleaſure; how to defend the 
heart from the inroads of ſorrow, or to 
guard againſt the unſeen Aratagerns of dif- 

treſs. 


But the e of a Chriſtian affords 2 


nobler and a ſafer refuge. With-the exalted 
hopes that this preſents to us, the ſufferings 


of the preſent time are not worthy to be 
In thoſe glorious hopes let us 


of diſcontent, and the ſolicitude of care. 


Let us not ſink under our light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment. 


A very few 
years, perhaps a few months or days, may 


bring us into that ſtate of being, where care 


and miſery perplex no more. Though we 
have now our bed 1 in darkneſs, and out pil- 


 . 


E 
low on the thorn, yet the time draweth 
nigh when we ſhall taſte of life without an- 
guiſh, and enjoy the light without bitterneſs 
of ſoul. The night is far ſpent, my .Con- 
ſtantia, the day is at hand; let us therefore 
gird up the loins of our mind, and be ſo- 


ber no longer diſſipated or diſturbed 
with the troubles of this world. We are 
hourly haſting to that ſcene of exiſtence, 
Where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
where the weary are at reſt; where hope 
ſhall no more be pained with diſappoint- 
ment, and where the diſtreſſes of time are 
forgot in the) 075 of eternity. 5d 


FRANCIS. 


LET- 
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= XN ConsTANTIa to THEoODOSI Us. 
'e . ge 


S it thus that you hope to reform your 
Conſtantia? Do you think that you ſhall 
be able to effect this by letting her foibles 
paſs uncenſured, and conveying inſtruction 
to her in general terms? Alas! how little 
do you know of her petulant and capricious 
heart! It muſt be corrected with ſeverity, 
and quieted by overbearing reproof. 


At preſent, indeed, it is ſufficiently de- 
preſt. Your obſervations on the folly and 
yanity of expecting happineſs in this world 

S. came to me at a time, when painful ex- 
perience convinced me of their truth, 


After Theodoſius was loſt to me, I con- 
tracted a friendſhip with an amiable and 
accompliſhed lady, to whom my melan- 
choly and my misfortunes ſerved only to 
endear me the more. Her good ſenſe and 
her compaſſion ſoothed and ſupported me 

w_ r 
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under all my ſufferings. She left me not to 
the attacks of ſolitary diſcontent, but aſſi- 
duouſly diverted my mind by the efforts of 
elegant humour, poliſhed ſenſe, and inge- 

nious obſervation. 
the company of ſorrow to every ſocial a- 


muſement, even in that ſeaſon of life when 


the heart of health and peace is always gay, 
ſhe never forſook me during the laſt five un- 


happy years. She obſerved with unwearied 


vigilance the hour, when melancholy appre- 


henſion was increafe8 to the acuteneſs of 


grief. She then followed me into whatever 
Privacy I ſought; claſped me to her faith- 
ful boſom, and if, under the agonies of 
terror and anguiſh, tears refuſed their aſſiſ- 


tance, ſhe ſolicited, and obtained them by 


her infectious tenderneſs. When, at laſt, 1 
determined to take the veil, and had ob- 
tained my father's conſent to forſake the 
world for ever, her affection followed me in 
that final reſolution. She waited only for an 


approaching opportunity to ſettle her world. 
ly affairs, after which ſhe intended to have 


made one of « our hiterhood, and to have 
1 


As if ſhe had preferred 


H ] 
paſſed the remaining part of her life with 
her Conſtantia, 


Upon his event my heart repoſed. I 
foreſaw in this a ſcene of happineſs that 
could not be equalled upon earth, and I 
flattered myſelf that it would be as laſt- 
ing as my own life. How many pleaſing 
hours have I paſſed in meditating on the fu- 
ture felicity of our friendſhip! How: often, 
in the luxury of imagination, have I confi- 
dered our united prayers aſcending more ac- 
ceptably. to the throne of everlaſting mercy! 


What joy did I promiſe mylelf, what impor- 


tance in the eye of friendſhip, by communi- 


cating to my Sophia all the inſtructions I 


had received from my Theodoſius. 5 


Oh my friend! my father! theſe hopes 
are overthrown, Do I live to tell you by 


what means? Sophia, my tender, my dear 
Sophia is no more. The uneaſineſs I ex- 
preſſed in my laſt proceeded probably in 
B ſome, meaſure from my pre-ſentiments of 
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this cruel event. I am now very miſe- 
rable, and in great need of your paternal 


advice. 


CONSTANCE. 


LE T. 
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L ET TER XIII. 
THEoposius to CONSTANTIA, 


S true friendſhip is one of the greateſt. 
bleſſings of human life, our ſorrow 

for the loss of friends is more excuſable 
than moſt of our complaints. Bur, though 
it may be more venial, it is not more rea - 
fonable than any other mode of miſery that 


has its origin in diſappointment. Did we 


think our friends immortal? Did we not 
know, while we held them to our hearts, 


that we were embracing the property of 


Death, who would ſooner or later aſſert 
his claim? | 


Our reſignation to this as wel as to all 
other evils ought to be confirmed by re- 
flecting on the univerſal agency of provi- 


dence. The author of the book of Pſalms 


furniſnes us with excellent doctrine on this 
__ We have ſcarce any where ſuch 
„„ © ſtriking 
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ftriking pictures of human miſery as in that 


book. The royal writer has deſcribed in 
the ſtrongeſt colours the diſtreſſes and per- 
plexities to which, as men, we are ſubject; 


He has deſcended to the private diſſatisfac- 
tions of the heart, and recounted many cir- 
cumſtances of accidental calamity. Hence 
it is that his writings are of general uſe. 


Of the diſtreſſes that are incident to our be- 


ing though the proſpect be gloomy, it is 
neceſſary we ſhould obſerve it; as he who 


mult make his way through pitfals and pre- 


_ eipices, would chuſe a plan of the road he 


was to travel, rather than 'march blindly 


forward without knowledge and without 


| eaution. 


But theſe are not all the inſtructions 


which the Pſalmiſt affords us. We are ſel- 


dom preſented with an afflicting proſpect 
of life without being directed to the means 


of comfort. We are told that, however 


great the cauſes of our affliction may be, 


they are ſubject to the wiſe directions of a 
Being benevolent to man, and that, though 


5 . endure moor a night, 3 Joy co- 


meth 


I 


— 


__ + Ho pry 
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meth in the morning. The doctrine of an 
univerſal providence, which is the only 
ſource of conſolation under every ſpecies of 
| miſery, is aſſerted through this whole book 
with the greateſt confidence of certainty. 


„Who is like unto the Lord our God, 


who hath his dwelling ſo high, and yet hum- 
bleth himſelf to behold the things that : are 


in heaven and earth „ 


«© Thou: malt ſhow us as wonderful things 


in thy righteouſneſs, O God of our ſalvati- 


on! Thou that art the hope of all the ends 


of the earth, and of them that remain in 
: the broad ſea. 


3G They alſo that dwell i in the uttermoſt 


parts of the world ſhall attend to thy to- 
kens Thou that makeſt the out- goings of 
the morning, and the evening to praiſe 
| thee,” a | 


— 


Un this: belief of the maten agency of 
providence the Pſalmiſt places the 8 
of moral and natural evil. 


b 5 N « Should 


„„ = CH 
„Should I find trouble and heaviaeth I 


will call upon the name of the Lord. O 
Lord, I beſeech thee, deliver my ſoul! 


The Lord preſerveth the innocent: I 
was in miſery and he helped me. 


« The proud, 0 1010 have had me ex- 
ceedingly in deriſion, but 1 remembered 
thy everlaſting Fee and received 
comfort. - 


The laſt Salim dt to be engraven 


upon the hearts of all the children of af · 
fliction. N 


Eet us n that God is 1 ſu - 
preme governor of the univerſe; that un- 
der his direction is the whole ſyſtem of na- 
ture, by him animated, connected, ſup- 


ported. Let us conſider that the agency 


of man in this lyſtem is only moral. The 


cconomy of life is committed to him ſo far 
as it may exerciſe his moral will. But the 
events of his actions are finally under the 


determination of the Almighty, Were not 
MEE he 


cot 
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he to direct the natural courſe of this world, L 
even in thoſe circumſtances of it that are 
or may be affected by the moral power of 
man, order could no more be preſerved in 
the univerſe, than it could at firſt reſult 
from chance, or be formed by the directi- 
on of fallible beings. 


This confideration, that the ſupreme 
Power has in his own hands the ceconomy 


of the world, ought to engage our reſigna- 


tion under every circumſtance of life: For, 

fhould we quarrel with the diſpenſations of 
him who gave us being E Should we diſ—- 
pute the regulations of that power, who Has 
provided the means of this day's ſubſiſtence, 
and without whoſe favour and! protection 
we could no longer exiſt ? Is not he who 
made the world beſt able to govern it? 
Has not he who gave us this 4 a * 
to reſume it 2 


What mean, ian: the pangs of diſap- 
pointment ? What mean the languiſhing 
complaints of ſorrow? The tears that flow 
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for buried virtue, and the ſighs that mourn. 
for parted Er * 


But to theſe dieler you will ſay that 


others may be oppoſed: You. will aſk if 
theſe emotions ought to be excluded from. 


the human heart, when they are evidently 


the effect of nature? You will enquire. 


whether the God of nature would plant af- 


fections in his creatures, which to ſtifle 


would. be a virtue? 85 


To theſe queſtions 1 would reply, that 
thoſe affections for the objects of this world, 
which we have received with our being, 


may be indulged; but under certain limi- 


tations. Let us always conſider the end 
of ſuch affections. Certainly it could not 
be to create us miſery, when thoſe objects 
are no more; for that would be indirectly 
to repine at the diſpenſations of him who 


has removed them from us. 


a 


The voice of e will be heard, and 
our tears. will flow when: our. .deareſt con- 
h nections 


* 
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nections are broken. In this we only act 


like men: But when ſorrow is long indulged, 
it becomes criminal; for then we tamely give 
ourſelves up to thoſe paſſions which it is 
our duty to reſtrain, and act in petulant. 


oppoſition to the decrees of providence. 


Human life muſt have many avenues to- 
ſorrow and anxiety, while we are concerned 
for the welfare of thoſe objects which have 


engaged our affections, or the ſucceſs of 
thoſe ſchemes on which all our wiſdom has 
been employed. The duty of reſignation, 


therefore, like every other that is enjoined 
us, is calculated to promote our own hap.. 
pinels. When we remember the everlaſt- 


ing judgments of God, we may reaſonably. 


be filled with comfort 1 in all our tribulations. 


«Tt i is the Lord; le him do what ſeem- 


e eth unto him good. It is the Lord, the 


Lord God, merciful and gracious, ſlow 
to anger, abundant in gpadncls, and in 


e. truth. 
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% Why ſhould ye ſay unto my ſoul, that 


& ſhe ſhould flee as a bird unto the hill? 


„ Behold the Lord, the Lord of Hofts is 
my refuge; the God of Jacob is on. my 
* right hand.“ fo. 


Under ſuch. confidence as this, what have 
we to fear, and for what ſhould we ſigh? 


That misfortunes ſeem to counteract our 
| ſchemes of happineſs, and that the proſ- 
pects of hope are clouded by diſappoint- 


ment, we might mourn indeed, were this 
the only ſcene of our exiſtence, and. were 


our views terminated. by our departure from 


it. That human knowledge is often ina- 
dequate to the purpoſes of life, and always 


Imperf-&, would be a melancholy conſidera- 


tion, were it not attended with the proſpect 


of an exiſtence, where knowledge as well as 
happineſs ſhall flow from the fountain of in- 
finite perfection. By this view we may ob- 
viate the pangs of diſappointment, when 
prudence. is defeated by the caprice of for- 


tune, and when the petulance of chance 


has made a jeſt of ſagacity. 
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This reflection might, one ſhould think, 
be ſufficient to. ſet our hearts at eaſe with 
reſpect. to temporary misfortunes, but ſtill 
more powerful will be the motives to reſig- 
nation, when we conſider that the Father of 
heaven has not only promiſed us a. ſafe re- 
treat at laſt from our afflictions, but to mp 
pork us under them. 


© Theſe things have I ſaid unto you,. 
&« that in me ye might have Peace: in the 
world ye ſhall have. tribulation, 


Are not two ſparrows fold for a far- 


thing? and one of them falleth not to the 
ground without the permiſſion of my Fa- 
ther who is in heaven. Are not ye of. 
& more value than many ſparrows ?. 


That man in the ſyſtem of nature has a 
peculiar regard ſhewn him, it would be ſu- 


perfluous to obſerve. None of us can be 
ſo blind to the bounties we enjoy, nor to the 
eminent prerogatives'by. which we are dif- 


tinguiſhed. But T may infer that as the 
lavour of the Almighty is ſo evidently ſeen 


E 


in man, his confidence in him, under every 
circumſtance of life, ought to be in pro- 


portion, If he is diſtinguiſhed by the light 
of reaſon, he ought not ſurely to make that 
light an. inſtrument to cenſure. the perfecti- 
on from: which it flows—yet diſcontent i is a 
kind of cenſure on providence.. 


Alas! 'my dear Conſtantia, how miſtaken 


is the man, how much an enemy to his own 
happineſs, who confides not in the meaſures, 
nor reſigns to the diſpenſations of his Cre: 
ator! He robs himſelf at once of that ſove- 
reign remedy of evil, reliance on a ſuperi- 
or power. 


to misfortunes without redreſs, 


But happy, above all names of hs 
is he who with grateful humility ſubmits to 
the determinations of God, The viciſli- 
tudes of fortune cannot diſtreſs him. He is 
ſecure in the care of Almighty Goodneſs, 
Nature may ſhrink. back from the ſtroke 
of affliction, but the conflict that is ſupport- 


ed by hope can neither be long nor painful 
I 4 « Why 


He is involved in calamities 
without the alleviation of hope, and ſubject 


. 
« Why art thou ſo full of heavineſs, O 


«© my ſoul, and why art thou ſo diſquieted 


„ within me? Truſt 1 in God.“ 


The great object of his hope, the PER 


happineſs of a future exiſtence, he knows, 


cannot be very diſtant——that he has but 
to travel a few days longer til] he reach the 
manſions of everlaſting reft, where the mt- 


| feries and deluſions of mortality ſhall vaniſh, 


and ſorrow and mourning ſhall flee away, 
Adien, my, Conſtantia! Think of theſe- 
mings and be happy. 


FRANCIS, 


LETTER NIV. 


Turoposrus to CoxsTAN TIA. 


ITHOUT waiting any return to 


my laſt, I once nore don to 
write to you. I'would iu ſome meaſure imi- 
tate that dear and valuable friend you have 


loſtz. whoſe aſſiduous tenderneſs, you ſay, 


would never leave you to the attacks of ſo- 
litary ſorrow. This was » done when 


your grief had continued unreaſonably long, 


but I am always of opinion that under the 
_ firſt ſtages of ſorrow the mind ſhould-be left 
to itſelt; and would our common rules per- 
mit me to viſit you, I ſhould decline it till 
the violence of your grief ſubſided. 


The objection, however, does not lie with 


the ſame force againſt writing to you. We 


can better bear the ſentiments of our friends, 
when they are not perſonally witneſſes to 


our weakneſs, 


My 
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My defign at preſent 1s not to inſtruct but 
to amuſe you. I therefore fend you poetry 
inſtead of philoſophy, or rather, indeed, 
philoſophy harmonized ; for the ſentimen- 
tal part of the following compoſition 1 is wy 
and noble. 


. 
PA OIL. | 


0 thanks unto the Lord, for he is gol; 
for his mercy endureth for ever, 


2. Let the ridiewed of the Lord ſay ſo, whom. * bath | To 
redeemedibut of the band of the enemy. -O'e1 
Th 

3. And gathered them out of the lands, from the eaſ!; | 5 
and from the weſt, from ans north, and from the Of. 
ſouth, Fro 

4 They 3 in the wilderneſs, i ina ſolitary Way 3, | * 

they found no city to dwell in. Fre 

$ Hungry and th irſiy, their ſoul falnted's in *. 1 
6. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and Ci 
be delivered them out of their difireſſes N 

: 7 And he lid them forth by the right away that they : 3 
might go to @ city of habitation, P. 

8. O that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, by 

| and for his wonderful works fo the children of Ofc 
nen. To 

To 

9. Fir be ſatisfieth the ba ſoul, and 2 the The 
hungry ſoul with goodneſs. Fro 


10 Such as fit in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death, 
being bound with affliction and iron. 3 
. | 8 5 11 = 
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"ET once- more wake the rain of grateſul 
praiſe, 

To that eternal Power, whoſe merey ſhines 
Ober all his works, immortal! Let them wake 
The grateful ſtrain once more, thoſe happier ſons, 
Whom his hand reſcued from the holite chain 
Of old captivity! From climes remote, 
From the firſt openings of the orient day, 


From Heſper's ſilver floodgates, from the ſtar 


That ſhoots its pale rays o'er the ſhivering north, 
-From Egypt's tyrant ſhores, .his parent voice 
I Their ſcatter d trains aſſembled. Long they ſtray d 
: Thro' wild woods unfrequented long ; ; nor found 
City, or ſafe, abode ; till nature ſunk 
With meagre want oppreſt, and the faint le | 
Of life beat weakly. Then with humble prayer 
To Heaven they turn'd repentant, nor unheard. 
Eternal Mercy led the wanderers forth | 
To habitable towns, and ſafe abodes. 


O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 


'To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
'Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind ! 


From him our various appetites and powers, 


Wen or ſenſual, meet ſupply derive. 


They, thrice uobappy! o'er whoſe joyleſs heads 
"Gm darkneſs hovers; they who lonely dwell 


5 8 dae Nx ſhade, afflicted, bound 


41. 


1 2. 


13. 
14. 


* 1 0 
. 
* * 


Ts 
18. 
19. 

20. 


21. 
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Becauſe they rebelled againſt the words of Cod, 
and contemned the counſel of the Moſt High. 


Therefore he brought down their hearts qvith 
labour: They fell down, and there was none 
te bels. 1 e 36% 4h 


Then they cried unto the Lord in n trouble, and 
he ſaved them out of their diſtreſſes. 


He brought them out of the darkneſs and the Ha- 


dow of death, and brake their bands in ſunder. 


O that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, 
and for his wonderful Works to the children of 


-men-! 


For be bath br . the gates of in ini cut the 
_ bars of iron in. fun dar. 


Fools becauſe of their male. ane becauſe 
of their iniquities are afflided,. 


Their ſoul abhorreth all manner of meat, and 


they draw near unto the gates of death. 


Then they ery unto 0 the Lord i in their trouble; 1 be 
ſaveth them out of 1 their di iRreſſes. 


He ſent 515 REP and n, them ; 40 delivered 
them from their weftyutiiens: 


O that men %, therefore praiſe as Lord for 
his goodneſs, and declare his wonderfull * | 
{ fer the children of men! © 


22, And let them 2 the ſacrifices of thenkfgiv 


Ing and declare his works with rejoicing. 


23, 
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In cold impriſoning chains, the ſad reward 
Of impious daring, and rebellious deeds, 
When heavenly Juſtice, with her radiant arm 
Smites their proud hearts; e'en they, by humble 
prayer, : 
Vnfold ſweet Mercy's eaſy-ſliding gates; 
Their iron bondage burſts, and forth they ruſh 
From death's dim ſhadow to the golden day. 


0 for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 
To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind! 


Before his puiſſant arm the brazen might 
Of ſtrong gates ſhivers, and 1 in pieces falls 


The firm bar. 


PFollys vain votaries, from diſorder wild, 
And mad intemperance, reaping painful fruits, 


Diſeaſe and langour, to the dreary door 


Of death move ON with bumble | 
; prayer 

To Heaven they turn repentant, nor unheard. 
"Health's roſy light relumes the languid check, 


And ruin quits his meditated prey. 


O ſor the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 
To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind! 


Let man for ever wake the gte firain, 
The facrifice of reaſon ; ever ſing 


His Maker's works, and ae in the fon, Tn 
e 
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: 7 hey that ge down to the ſea in * that do * 


fineſs in great waters; 


24. Theſe ſee the works of the Lord, and his on- 
- ders in the deep. » 


N 
TY 


25. For he commeanideth ai raiſeth the 3 æui nd 
which lifteth up the warves thereof. 


26. 7. hey mount up to the heaven, they go down again 


F 
to their depths: their fe is melted becauſe of f | 
trouble. | 

= 7. the 15 to and fro, ys 8 like a * 1 
man; and are at their awit's end. 


28. Then they cry unto the Lord in their db; and 


He delivereth them out of their diſtreſſes. 
We He maketh the florm a calm, fo that the Waves ; 
thereof are ſtill. | | O 
30. Then are they glad, becauſe * be quiet, * Be 0 
EB.r!ringetb them unto their deſired hawen, Ph 
-31. O that men would praiſe the Lord for his good- 
neſs, and for bis wonder fel works to the children ©, 
of men! : : 
32. Let them exalt him alſo in the congregation of the | 
People, and praiſe him in the aſſembly of the el- 
33. He turneth rivers into a wilderneſs, and the 1 
 evater-ſprings into dry ground. : 


34. A fruitful land into barrenneſs, for the avick- 
 edneſs of them that dwell therein. 


. 


E 


= Ihe bold adventurers on the ftormy breaſt 

Of ocean, tenants of the wat'ry world, 

Mark in the mighty waſte of ſeas and ſkies, 

Magnificence divine. At his command 

The ſwift wind ſweeps the billows; up they riſe 

4 Infuriate to the vault of heaven, then down 

Precipitately ſteep, diſparting, ope 8 

The vaſt abyſs voracious. Ah! where then, 

75 Weak mariners, your hopes? Then the heart faints. 

; From fide to ſide they run, they reel, they fall, 

Inebriate with confuſion. Nought remains 


n But trembling prayer, the laſt appeal to Heaven. 
Nor vain the laſt appeal. Already, ſee! | 
1d The rapid ſtorm ſubſides, and the wave ſleeps: 


Alert within the merry failor's heart 
Springs hope; and foon he hails the welcome port. 


es 
O for the ſpirit of exalted praiſe, 5 N 
he ; To blazon high thoſe acts of power divine, 
Thoſe boundleſs mercies that embrace mankind f 
- From the full cho of undiſtinguiſt'd cio, 
From Wiſdom's choſen ſynod, crown'd with years, 
4 : To Him for ever flow collective praiſe! 
he | 
el- Where in wild ſweetneſs roſe the ſallying ſpring, 
Where ſpread the cepious river, where diſplay d 
| The vale its verdant honours, barren lies 
the 
A dry waſte, mark of Heaven's avenging hand 
. When ſacred Juſtice ſpoke the doom of guilt. 
. RE 


. But 


E 
35. Heturneth the wilderneſs into a landing water 
and dry ground into water ſprings. 


36. And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that 
they might prepare a city for habitation. 


37. And ſow the fields, and plant Sinipands; which 


may yield fruits of increaſe. 


38. He bleſſeth them alſo, ſo that they are multiplied 
_ greatly, and ſuffereth not their cattle to decreaſe. 


39. Again they are miniſbed and broupht low through 


opprefhion, affiidtion and ſorrow. 


| 40. He poureth contempt upon princes, and cauſeth 
them to wander in the wilderneſi, where there 
is no way. | 


41. Yet ſetteth be the. poor on bigh from fiction, 


and maketh him families like a Hoch. 


42. The lens Gall ſee it, 4051 r ; and all 
iniquity ſball flop her mouth. 


43. Who are wiſe,. and. avill . thoſe things, 
even they ſhall under ſtand the loving OY of 
the Lord. 
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But lo! where once the dry waſle barren lay, 
There in wild ſweetneſs flows the ſallying ſpring 
There ſpreads the copious river, there diſplays 
'The vale its verdant honours ; hamlets fair, 
Rich harveſts, bluſhing vineyards, golden fruits, 
And flocks abundant, the long-famiſh'd ſwain 

| Beholds delighted. Heaven's peculiar care 
Are all affliction's children: When the yoke 
Of ſtern oppreſlion ſinks the weary heart, 

Periſh the ſtern oppreſſors; low in duſt, _ 
Low lies each princely head; while guarded ſafe 
As flocks repoſing in. their evening ſold, 

The peaſant ſleeps in peace. O ſight of joy 
To faithful Piety ! of conſcious pain, 
And keen conviction, to the heart of guilt! 


This, this is Wiſdom's leſſon to explore 


The active ſcheme of Providence; to learn 
/ His love divine ; and, learning, to confide. 


w 


G 2 . There 
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There is no employment ſo delightful to 
a devout mind as this attention to the viſible 
_ adminiſtration of providence. To contem- 
plate the Creator of heaven and earth in the 
magnificence of his works, enlarges and 


_ elevates the foul—— lifts it above the im- 
pertinence of vulgar cares, and gives it a 
kind of heavenly pre- exiſtence. To con- 
ſider the benevolent purpoſes for which he 
called forth this variety and multitude of 
being, that comes under our cognizance, 
muſt be a perpetual ſource of comfort. A 


rational creature, that is conſcious of deriv- 


ing its exiſtence from a being of infinite 


goodneſs and power, cannot properly en- 


tertain any proſpect but of happineſs. By 


the imperfection of its nature it may fall in- 
to temporary evils, but theſe. cannot juſtly 
be the ſubject of complaint, when we re- | 


flect that this very imperfection was neceſ- 


ſary to a probatory life, and that without it, 


there could neither have been virtue, nor 
the rewards of virtue. Every degree of 
excellence depends upon compariſon. Were 
there no deformity in the world, we ſhould 
have no diſtinct ideas of beauty: Were 


there no poſſibility of vice, there would be 


no ſuch thing as virtue; and were life of 
| man 
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man exempt from miſery, happineſs would 
be a term of which he could not know the 
meaning. 


But 1 wander from my firſt deſign, which 
was not to philoſophize. Be wiſe and hap- - 
py, Adieu! 


f FRANCIS. 
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concluſion you have drawn either from mo- 


1 
LETTER XY 
ConsTANTIA to THtroDoOSIVSs, 


TF I could pronounce my heart to be per- 

fectly at eaſe, you would have the on- 
ly reward you deſire for your kind, your 
paternal care. But ſhall I, on the contrary, 


avow my ingratitude? Shall I own that 


this obſtinate, this petulant heart is not yet 
at reſt? Could it oppoſe itſelf to the united 


efforts of reaſon and religion? Would it 


neither be ſoothed by harmony, nor ſilenced 
by philoſophy ? Vain, incorrigible heart! 


Indeed, my venerable friend, I muft not 
diſſemble with you: I have not yet reco- 


vered my former peace. And yet, why? 


I have the ſame confidence in the admini- 


ſtration of providence. I believe as much 
in his goodneſs, as much in his wiſdom. I 
attend, with the ſame readineſs, on the du- 


ties of religion, and offer up my prayers 
with the ſame affiance. I agree to every 


ral 
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ral or religious arguments. I acknowledge 
the propriety, the duty of reſignation un- 


der every circumſtance of affliction, and yet 


Tram afflicted. I ſee the abſurdity of grief, 


yet I am grieved? What can I do more? 


I ſubmit entirely to the diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence. My will ſubmits. I do not wiſſi 
to recall my departed friend to life: But 


this ſubmitſion does not clear my heart of 
ſorrow, Surely it has forme connections 


which are not obedient to the will, and 


from which it derives involuntary pleaſure 
or pain. Is not this true? We experience 


it in all inſtances-of affection: We are ſen- 
ſible of attachments we cannot aecount for; 
and as thoſe attachments are facilitated or 


interrupted, we are happy or miſerable in- 


dependently of reaſon or the will. If theſe 


obſervations · are founded upon truth and na- 
ture, I hope I ſhall ſtand excuſed both be- 
fore you, and at a higher tribunal, for thoſe 
tears that have fallen over the grave of my 
Sophia. 


Think not chat I ;oplitidy give 6 
up to the dominion of Sorrow. I have 
| 8 4 ins been | 
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LETTER XV. 


ConSTANTIA to T HEODOSIUS. 


F I could pronounce my heart to be per- 

fectly at eaſe, you would have the on- 

ly reward you deſire for your kind, your 

_ paternal care, But ſhall I, on the contrary, 
avow my ingratitude? Shall I own that 
this obſtinate, this petulant heart is not yet 
atreſt? Could! it oppoſe itſelf to the united 

efforts of reaſon and religion? Would it 


neither be ſoothed by harmony, nor ſilenced 


by Pkiloſophy; Vain, ncorrigible heart! 


Indeed, my venerable fi iend, I muft not 
diſſemble with you: I have not yet reco- 


vered my former peace. And yet, why? 


I have the ſame confidence in the admini- 


ſtration of providence. I believe as much 


in his goodneſs, as much in his wiſdom. I 


attend, with the ſame readineſs, on the du- 


ties of religion, and offer up my prayers 


with the ſame affiance. I agree to every 


concluſion you have drawn either from mo- 


ral 
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1 : 
ral or religious arguments. I acknowledge 
the propriety, the duty of reſignation un- 
der every circumſtance of affliction, and yet 
Lam afflicted. I ſee the abſurdity of grief, 


2 yet I am grieved? What can I do more? 
1- I' ſubmit entirely to the diſpenſations of pro- 
Ty vidence. My will ſubmits. I do not'wiſh 
IF to recall my departed friend to life: But 
it this ſubmiiſion does not clear my heart of 
& ſorrow, Surely it has ſome connections 
d Which are not obedient to the will, and 
it | from which it derives involuntary: pleaſure 
d or pain. Is not this true? We experience 


it in all inſtances of affection: We are ſen- 

ſible of attachments we cannot aecount for; 
t and as thoſe attachments are facilitated or 
5 interrupted, we are happy or miſerable in- 
dependently of reaſon or the will. If theſe 
= bbſervations are founded upon truth and na- 


1 ture, I hope I ſhall ſtand exculed both be- 
1 fore you, and at a higher tribunal, ſor thoſe 
. tears that have fallen over the grave of my 
EF Sophia. ao 
; Think not that 1 implicitly give myſelf 
. vp to the dominion of Sorrow, I have 
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been too well acquainted with her not to 
know by what means her influence is in- 
creaſed or abated. I do not deepen the 
gloom of melancholy by ſolitary reflection; 


I ſeek the ſociety of the ſiſterhood, and en- 
deavour to enter into their amuſements, as 


well as to join their devotions. In thoſe 
hours when I muſt neceſſarily be alone, if 
the uneaſineſs of my heart hinders the ap- 
proach of ſleep, I have recourſe to my 
books; till at laſt the wearineſs of attention 
prevails over the force of ſorrow, and pro- 


cures me that reſt, which the latter would 55 


have prevented. 


In the courſe of this reading I have met 


with many things on which I wanted to 


conſult you, but moſt of them have eſcaped 


me. Some of theſe, however, I remem- 
ber. In a book of divinity, which, I ſup- 
poſe, muſt have been written by one of the 


hereſy of Calvin, the author aſſerts that 
« the Almighty has appointed a day of grace 


e to every man, beyond which there can be 


4 no remiſſion of fin *.” I muſt own I was 
e ſtartled 


* "ER of © our modern Fanatics, Methodiſts, &c, | 


hold this doctrine. 
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ſtartled by this aſſertion, as it ſeemed to me 
to be very conſequential. The following, 1 


think were ſome of the texts on which he 
founded this belief, 


Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
« found; call ye upon him, while he is 
Near; | 


« Oh, that thou hadſt known, even thou, 
e in this thy day, the things that belong 
* unto thy peace! But now they a are hid 
* from thine eyes. 


60 Again, he limiteth a day, faxing; To- | 
25 day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
3 2 66 your hearts.“ 


| In another part of his book, he maintains 

that it is impoſſible for thoſe who fall into 
ſin, after having once been converted, to 
repent, or to be ſaved ®, This doctrine 
he ſupports by the following pallage | in the. 
epiſtle to the Hebrews : 


tis impoſſible for thoſe who were once 
IM * enlightened, and have taſted of the * 


* This i is another docttine of Fanaticiſi 


3 
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venly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come; if they ſhall tall away, 
to renew them again unto repentance : 


ſeeing they crucify to themſelves the Son 
of God afreſh, and 29 him to open 
ſhame,” 


To this paſſage he adds another, * 


| from the ſame book, 


06 
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« 
40 


. 


66 
cc 
40 
66 
06 


| « Tf we ſin willflly after we have re- 
_* ceived the knowledge of the truth, there 
- CC pF 


remaineth no more ſacrifice for fins, but 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment, 


and fiery indignation which ſhall devour 
the adverſaries. He that deſpiſed Mo- 
ſes's law died without mercy, under two 
or three witneſſes. Of how much ſorer 
puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden un- 


der foot the Son of God, and hath count- 
ed the blood of the covenant, where- 


with he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, 


and hath done ſes to the Spirit of 
grace? 


: I muſt 
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I muſt own theſe texts appeared to me 
to make very ſtrongly for his argument; 
and yet if theſe doctrines were generally re- 
ceived, I think, they would open more a- 
venues to deſpair ; for many Chriſtians, I 
fear, muſt have ſinned willfully after re- 
pentance and converſion. But, poſſibly, I 
do not behold theſe Scriptures in a right 
point of view. Let me hope for your kind 

inſtructions; and pray for your 


CONSTAN TIA. 


L 135 J 


LETTER XVI. 


Wag 


Tugopos ius to Coxsr AN TIA. 


OU do well to amuſe yourſelf bß 


books and company ; that amuſement 


will divert your melancholy more effectual- 


1y than any precepts of philoſphy. 


But what hall I ſay to your controverſial 
ſtudies? Shall I praiſe you for wearying 


your eyes over the pages of Calviniſtic | 


dreamers ?——for honouring with your at- 
tention the groundleſs doctrines of narrow- 


ſighted fanatics; who either from want of 


knowledge or of candour, or more proba- 


bly from want of both, have ſeized a limb 
of a text, and without attending either to 


the writer's deſign, or to the analogy of his 
reaſoning, have founded upon the mere 


letter, doctrines that diſhonour their God? 


Such and ſo founded, are thoſe you have 


mentioned. 


That God hath appointed a certain peri- 
dd in the life of man, beyond which he will 
fr 5 


cc 


n 
not extend his grace to him, is a doctrine 
which is ſo far from having any foundation 
either in reaſon or revelation, that it is re- 


ꝓugnant to the firſt, and totally N 
ed by the latter. 


The texts which your author hes pro- 
duced in ſupport of his opinion, have no 
manner of connection with it. 


&« Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
« found; call ye upon him, while he 1 is near. 


The whole chapter from which this paſ- 
ſage is taken, refers to the time of thè Meſ- 
ſiah's firſt appearance. The prophet breaks | 
out into raptures upon the view of that glo- 
rious #ra; and apoſtrophizes to the people 
that ſhould then be born, exhorting them not 
to loſe the happy opportunity of making an 
intereſt with the Redeemer while he was 
perſonally preſent with them. 


« O that thou badi Ln: even thou 
cc in this my day, the things that belong ; 
_— unto. 
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« unto thy peace! but now they are hid. 
I fromthine eyes. 


This is Chriſt's apoſtrophe to Jeruſalem, 
when he foretold its approaching deſtructi- 
on. But what, in the name of the ſeven 
wonders, has this to do with the univerſal 
diſpenſation of grace? The words are par- 


ticularly applicable to the occaſion on which 


they were ſpoken, and to the object where- 


unto they were addreſſed. Unhappy 


« city! I wiſh thou kneweſt, in this thy 
& day, while thou art yet undemoliſhed, 
„ o® while I am preſent with thee, the 
„ things that belong unto thy peace, thy 
« everlaſting peace, the mercies of redemp- 
tion; but now they are hid from thine 
15 eyes: at this time thou perceiveſt them 


80 not.” 


or poſſibly thy peace may ſignify, thy 
temporal peace, and preſervation from thine 
enemies, which interpretation the follow-- 

ing verſe ſeems to favour, * But now they 

are hid from thine eyes. Becauſe the days. 

will come upon thee, when thine ene. 
mths. 


CC 
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mies, &c. I incline to this ſenſe z but 
whether this or the other be the true one, 


is quite immaterial to the c my of 
grace. 


Let us now conſider the laſt Scripture 


which your author has adduced 1 in favour 


of his doctrine. 


6 Again he limiteth a day, ſaying, To- 
« day, if ye will hear his voice. 


The author of the epiſtle to the He- 
brews, in the chapter from whence. this 


paſſage i is taken, endeavours to prove the 
certainty of that final reſt which ſtill re- 
mained to the people of God. Thus he 


forms his argument; * That there is a reſt 


for the people of God into which they 


have not yet entered, appears from that 
« prophetic pſalm of David, which alludes 
to the time of Chriſt's appearance upon 
© earth. The prophet, referring to that 
© time, faith, To-day if ye will hear his 
© voice. You ſee he is determined as to 
2 the point of time; he limiteth or ſetteth 

_ © apart 


ä 
apart a day: Wherefore from this paſſage 
it is apparent, that for you, Hebrews, for 
for you the deſcendants of thoſe who pro- 
voked God in the wilderneſs, and were 
not permitted to enter into his reſt, a final 
reſt ful remains, to which you are invited. 


R «6 K «a 
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Thus i it is, my Conſtantia, that the: diſ- 


ciples of ignorance, folly and fanaticiſm, by 


disjointing and mi ſeonſtruing the Seriptures, 
_ contrive their abſurd doctrines; which are 
always as much repugnant to reaſon, as they 
are unſupported by revelation. For in- 
ſtance, the tenet above-mentioned; Is it 
conſiſtent with the juſtice or the goodneſs 
of God, who has appointed to man a life of 
probation, to limit the advantages, which 
in his mercy, he has vouchſafed to him, to 
a ſhorter term than his life? While he 
leaves him ſtill to contend with the enemies 
of his ſalvation, will he deprive him of his 


principal ſupport, the aid of his grace? — 


his grace, which he has promiſed to thoſe 
that aſk it, without exception, and without: 


limitation! 2 
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I bave done with the firſt tenet of your au- 
| thor; let us now ſee whether the ſecond be 


better founded. 


It is impoſſible, he maintains, for thoſe, 


who fall into fin, after having once been 


converted, to repent or to be ſaved. This 


opinion he ſupports by two paſſages from 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews. Without mak- 
ing any remarks on the infallibility of that 
epiſtle as a rule of faith, without taking nok þÞ 
tice of the difficulty and the late day of its 1 
admiſſion among the canonical books, I ſhal! | 
ſhew you that your author has made the 
paſſages he has ſelected from that book 
prove too much. What the writer of the 
epiſtle means by falling away, in the firſt 
paſſage, and by ſinning willfully in the laſt, 
is the deniatof the faith they had profeſſed, 
and openly apoſtatizing from it. This is 
clear from the concluſion of both the paſ- 
ſages. Thoſe who fall away are ſaid to cru- 


cify to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, 


and to put him to open ſhame. And he 
who ſinneth willfully is repreſented to have 
twacden under foot the Son of God, to have 

ö 


counted the blood of the covenant, . where-- 
with he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and 
to have done deſpite to the Spirit of grace. 


From hence it appears that for a down- 
right apoſtate there is no hope of repen- 
tance or remiſſion of ſins. But-your author 
has not confined this terrible denunciation 
to open apoſtacy. According to him, none 


who have fallen into fin after convention are 
capable of being renewed. by repentance, 


or ſaved by the redemption of Chriſt. This 


doctrine is equally unſcriptural, and unrea- 


ſonable. | 


Should; man,. 8 as he is, be 
expoſed by frailty to final puniſhment, ore 


reduced by accidentally falling into vice, to 
irretrievable ruin, he might either turn 


from the race that is ſet before him in hope- 
| Teſs deſpondence, or vainly contend witlt 


danger and diſgrace. The pilgrimage of 
human life is infinitely troubleſome and per- 
plext. Dangers there are and difficulties 


which all muſt encounter, which can neither 


be eluded by vigilance, nor annihilated - 


by contempt. 
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A juſt man, ſays the author of the book 
of Proverbs, falleth ſeven times, and riſeth 
again. In this place a certain is put for an 
uncertain number ; ſeven times being among 
the Jews an indefinitive expreſſion, uted to 
ſignify any moderate number. 


Our Saviour himſelf being aſked how off 


a brother ſhould offend and be entitled o 
forgiveneſs, and whether or not till ſeven 
times, anſwered, * not until feven times, 
but till ſeventy times ſeven.” From. this 
| Paſſage we have the utmoſt reaſon to hope 
that whenever a man ſhall effeQually repent, 
the divine goodneſs will be ready to forgive 
him. For if we are commanded to receive 
into favour an offending brother, however 
frequently he may have treſpaſſed againſt. 


us, ſhalt not our heavenly Father in like 


manner be ready to receive ſuch as turn un- 
to him? Shall God recommend ſuch a con- 
duct to man as he ſhould not admit in him- 


ſelf? Are we not told that the repentance of 


_ a ſinner is unexceptionably ſo acceptable to 


the Almighty, that the angels in heaven re- 


| yoice, and congratulate their ſupreme and 
affectionate 


* 2 


„„ 
affectionate Creator on an event ſo agreeable. 
to his gracious mind? 


The prodigal in the goſpel returns not to 
his father till he had finiſhed his courſe of 


riot, which was interrupted by nothing but 


his power to purſue it. He returns not till 


compelled by neceſſity, and therefore his re- 


pentance was not a voluntary virtue: But, 
behold, his father meets him while yet a 

great way off, and precludes his apologies 
by the moſt endearing. reception. We 
have not, indeed, any account of a re- 
lapſe in the accepted prodigal; but we are 
told that before the execution of his repen- 
tance, he ſaid unto himſelf, How many 
hired ſervants of my father have bread. 
enough, and to ſpare, while I: perifh with 
hunger?“ Some ſuch. reflections he muſt 
frequently have made, when reduced to 
diſtreſs, and again probably muſt have 


quitted them from various motives. 


We want not, however, this inſtance to 
prove that a ſinner may be reſtored to fa- 


vour after falling away from his former re- 


ſolutions 


1 
ſolutions and profeſſions of obedience. The 
example of Peter is a ſufficient proof in this 

caſe. To this I ſhall add another which, 
though not of ſcriptural authority, is reſ- 


pectable, and very much to the preſent 
purpoſe. 


Euſebius tells us, that St. John, during 
his miniſtration to the weſtern churches, 


caſt his eye upon a young man remarka- 
ble for the extent of his knowledge, and the 


ingenuouſneſs of his mind. The aged apoſ- 
tle thought that he had diſcovered in him 


an uſeful inſtrument for the propagation of 


chriſtianity. Accordingly he took particu- 
lar pains to convert him, and to inſtruct 
him in the divine doctrines of his great 
Maſter. That he might be ſtill better ac- 
quainted with the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, at 
his departure, he recommended him to the 


cafe of a pious old father, who had ſome 
authority in the infant church. The youth 
continued a while in the duties of his new 


profeſſion, and attended with care to the 


legures of his venerable tutor. But his 


former aſſociates, when they found thein- 
{elves 
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ſelves deſerted by him, were grieved at 
the ſucceſs of the apoſtle. and exerted 


their utmoſt efforts to regain ſo uſcful and 
ſo entertaining a companion. They ſuc- 
ceeded in their attempts, andthe father was 


forſaken. The Apoſtle after ſome time 


returned to thoſe parts, and © where,” ſaid 
he, with impatience, to his aged friend, 
where, my. fellow. labourer, is my favou- 
rite youth? „ Alas,” replied the good old 


man, with tears in his eyes, “he is fallen, 


 Irrecoverably fallen: He has forſaken the 


ſociety of the Saints, and is now the leader 
of a gang of robbers in the neighbouring 
mountains.“ Upon hearing this unex- 
pected and unpleaſing account, the Apoſtle 
forgot his ſufferings and his years, and 


haaſtened to the place of rendezvous, where, 
being ſeized by ſome of the band, he de- 
| fired to ſpeak with their Captain: The 


Captain being told that a ſtrange pilgrim 
aſked to be admitted to him, ordered him 


to be brought before him. But when he 
beheld the venerable apoſtle, his hopes of 
amuſement were changed into ſhame and 
confuſion, and the hardy leader of a 

| . band 


bar 
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band of robbers trembled before a poor un- 
armed old man. He quitted once more 
the ſociety of wickedneſs, and lived and 
died in the. ſervice of his Redeemer. 


From hence it is evident, that a relapſe 
after repentance or converſion, was not 
looked upon by the primitive Chriſtians, 
nor yet by the apoſtles themſelves, as any 


means of excluding the future r mercies of 
_ + God. | 


An utter apoſtacy, an entire deſertion 
of the faith we have profeſſed, and a con- 
temptuous rejection of the grace we have 
received, may, according to the author of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, render us in- 
capable of repentance, and utterly diſqualify 
us for the future mercies of God. But ſins 
inferior to theſe will not reduce us to the 
ſame dreadful circumſtances. Our Crea- 
tor knoweth whereof we are made, he re- 
membereth that we are but clay; and 
though we may fall, yet we ſhall not be 


_ caſt away, ſince he 8 us with his 
hand. ; 


God 
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1 God preſerve you, my amiable friend! 
e and direct you through the un- 
certain paths of this world, till you arrive 

/ at the realms of everlaſting reſt ; till your 


innocent, your happy ſpirit ſhall quit, 
F / - without a ſigh, the tender frame that con- 


fines it, and riſe conducted by ſome ſmiling 
Angel, to the bleſſed ſociety of good men 
made perfect! 

Adieu! 


FRANCIS, 
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